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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CUBAN INTEREST IN NICARAGUA, EL SALVADOR PURSUED 
Salvadoran Guerrilla Fighter Interviewed 


Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 3 Oct 79 p 4 


Interview with leader of Farabundo Marti Popular Liberation Forces in 
El Salvador; date not indicated] 


[Text] “Our revolutionary duty is to prepare the 
Salvadoran people for the decisive phase of the 
struggle," declares a Farabundo Marti Popular 
Liberation Forces leader during an interview some- 
where in El Salvador. She denounces the maneuvers of 
Dicator Carlos Humberto Romero and imperialisr. Firm 
steps in the process of revolutionary unity. 


"The insurrection of 1932 is the greatest event in the class struggle in 
all the history of El Salvador, in which Agustin Farabundo Marti, who was 
a great leader of the proletariat and the peasants and perhaps the first 
Marxist in our country, was able to provide a clear view of the direction 
in which the revolutionary struggle should move." 


With these words, Mariana, a member of the Central Command of the 
Farabundo Marti Popular Liberation Forces, began to answer the questions 
in an interview held somewhere in Salvadoran territory for the purpose 
of letting international public opinion know the most important aspects 
of the people's struggle during 47 years of military regimes. 


The young woman fighter said that during the process of the 1932 insurrec- 
tion, the tyrant Maximiliano Hernandez massacred more than 30,000 workers 








and peasants, destroyed the Communist Party, and murdered Agustin Farabundo 


Marti and other leaders of the time. 


After disbanding the unions and the peasant leagues, and prohibiting any 
type of people's organization, she added, this general maintained hia- 
self in power for more than 13 years. 

















In 1944, the Salvadoran people organized once more and a great strike move- 
ment gathered momentum. The tyrant Hernandez was overthrown and an 
attempted coup d'etat failed, but, she added, because of the lack of a 
vanguard to lead that insurrection, the bourgeoisie took advantage of that 
fact and maneuvered to head the movement toward its own interests. 


Mariana said that the Salvadorans have been bearing the weight of oppress- 
ion unleashed by the various military dictators who have taken turns in 
office for more than 4 decades. 


All these military dictatorships, she adds further on, have been supported 
by North American imperialism. They have put into practice several methods 
to try to annihilate the revolutionary movement and its leaders, but the 
people, through their worker, peasant and student organizations have main- 
tained the struggle for freedom alive. 


Emergence of the Farabundo Marti FPL [Popular Liberation Forces] 


The young guerrilla emphasized that the Farabundo Marti FPL emerged in 
1970 for the purpose of collecting the lessons of the actions of the 1932 
insurrection on the basis of the historical traiition of struggle of the 
Salvadoran people. 


"After an analysis of the situation in the country, we adopted the strategy 
of the Prolonged People's War, which we view in the following manner: 
‘War,’ because in our country history itself has shown that the various 
revolutionary movements have been destroyed with fire and sword and the 
dictatorship and the bourgeoisie are not going to relinquish power by 

any other means; ‘People's’ because we saw that the people are the 
fundamental factor for making any revolution, that is why a people's war 

is a just war; and ‘Prolonged,’ because under the circumstances in our 
country, we cannot propose 4 victory in the short term,” Mariana empha- 
sized. 


The young fighter emphasized that the Faribundo Marti FPL have carried 
out constant politicomilitary activities during these 9 vears, among 
which the executions of well-known government thugs, attacks on National 
Guard barracks and operations in defense of the population, are prominent. 


She added that tle creation of the clandestine people's militias among 
the people has allowed the masses themselves to make their own self- 

defense plans as the levels of struggle increase, and at the same time, 
work is going © for the organization of the People’s Liberation Army. 


She said that since last May the dictatorship has murdered more than 

80 cadres of the organization during the process of protest demonstrations, 
and it has carried out a brutal repression against more than 20 strike 
movements. 
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In the interior of the country, she added, the National Guard, ucing 
tanks, armored cars, artillery and the support of the ORDEN [Nationalist 
Democratic Organization) paramilitary group, invades th” various peasant 
towns and zones, sets fire to huts, violates women and gicls, and surders 
the peasants. They make a daily event of the system of terror. 


Maneuvers by Romero and Imperialisa 


"With the victory of the Nicaraguan people, which has been a knell for 
the dictatorial regimes of tne area, the government of Romero has seen 
itself under great pressure by North American imperialism and is pushing 
a new maneuver called ‘democratic opening,’ which consists of trying to 
arouse the enthusiasm of the various political sectors so that they will 
participate in the electoral process of 1982." 


Mariana then said that many meetings have taken place during past weeks 
between the dictator and the representatives of the U.S. Government, 
which shows that they are seeking a way out of the critical situation 
of this Central American country. 


She added that it appears that tyrant Carlos Humberto Romera thinks of 
remaining in office until 1982 and intends to reaffirm his position with 
the elections for mayor, which will take place next year, however, sectors 
of the United States, the national bourgeoisie and the Salvadoran Arny 
are asking for the resignation of the general. 


These considerations show that there is the possibility of a coup d'etat 
in the offing if the conflicting parties do not come to an agreement, 
since conditions between now and 1982 would not be favorable for the 
present regime. 


On the other hand, says the member of the Farabundo Marti FPL Central 
Command, while the tyrant Romero is carrying out the so-called “democratic 
opening,” the National Guard has murdered more than 500 persons during 

the past 3 months and more than 50 bodies have been found during the 

first days of September. She added that the last massacre committed by the 
police forces took place against the teachers and children of a school 
while they were on a bus on their way to the school. 


She also pointed out that the regime approved 52 million colons in the 
budget (some $20 million) for the Ministry of Defense so that the re- 


pressive groups may expand and purchase more veapons 


Revolutionary Duty 


“Our revolutionary duty, she said, is to prepare the people to make a 
qualitative leap in the process of the people's war, that is, so as to 
enter a more decisive phase of the struggle and begin to visualize the 
seizure of power in more specific form. The conditions exist, and if 
they are used correctiy, our people will be able to wage decisive battles 
for liberation.’ 

















Mariana said that during the past two decades imp :rialism, Maoism and 
national reaction made great efforts to divide the revolutionary sove- 
ment, using every type of method, and she added that it was partially 
accomplished but that events demonstrate that they could never sake 
the revolutionaries or the people retreat in their endeavor to make El 
Salvador a free country. 


She emphasized that at this time the various revolutionary organizations, 
among them the Farabundo Marti FPL, are takingfirm steps toward an un- 
breakable unity of all the forces so as to deal more crushing blows against 


the enemy. 
Appeal For World Solidarity 


Finally, Mariana said: “The Parabundo Marti FPL make an appeal to all 
the progressive peoples and governments of the world, as well as to the 
international organizations, to give the broadest solidarity to the 
Salvadoran people in their just cause and to prevent the plans of reaction 
and imperialism from materializinc." 


Nicaraguan Peasants Tour Cooperative 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 27 Sep 79 p 2 


[Text] Consolacion del Sur (AIN)--A delegaticm of Nicaraguan peasant 
leaders making a visit to Cuba on the invitation of the National 
Association of Small Farmers [ANAP], toured several agricultural production 
coopera\.ives of this Pinar del Rio municipality. 


The delegation from that fraternal country consists of Francisco Lopez, 
Wilfredo Lara and Marubenni Garcia, who are members of the Rural Workers 
Association (ATC). 


Heriberto Morales, first secretary of the party municipal committee in 
Consolacion, explained the process of creation of the New Form 
Cooperatives (CPA) to them and the mutual benefits they provide for the 
growers and the state. 


The visitors expressed their desire to learn from the Cuban process, which 
has many similarities to that being followed by the Nicaraguan peasants 
grouped under the ATC, an organization created by the Sandinist Frort 

in 1976. 
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Sandinist Youth Visit Newspaper 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 27 Sep 79 p 2 


[Text] A delegation from the sister republic of Nicaragua consisting 

of Diana Saavedra and ivan Larios, leaders of the 19 July Sandinist Youth, 
visited JUVENTUD REBELDE for the purpose of exchanging experiences in 

the field of journalism. The comrades were attended to by Oscar Cuesta, 
assistant director of our daily. They then made a tour of the editorial 
offices and shops of the newspaper. 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


FUTURE OF REGION DEMOCPACIL “™ OY FRENCH CP OFFICIAL 
Paris CAHIERS DU COMMUNISME in French Aug-Sep 79 pp 78-88 


[Article by France Ferrie, collaborator in the foreign policy section of the 
Central Committee of the PCF [French Communist Party]: "Ways for Which Demo- 
cracies?"; passages in slantlines are in italics in the text] 


[Text] What is the situation in the leading countries of Latin America now 

that tl. Nicaraguan people have won a victory over dictatorship? What is 

the «trate-y of American imperialis= for Latin America and each of the countries 
in it? France Ferrie answers these essential questions. 


Everyone remembers the vigorous counteroffensive that the United States waged 

in Latin America at the beginning of the 1970's. It gave a decisive push to 
help set up terrorist dictatorships in the southern Cone and to bolster rightist 
forces in various places. It was a veritable war on the people; its purpose was 
to slow down and even to smash liberation efforts that were underway in such 
countries as Chili and Uruguay. 


The Old International Economic Order at Work 


it was a shock. The system of oppression and terror had been brought into the 
world solely for the benefit of the trarsnational corporations and the local 
Oligarchs; the repercussion of the crisis exported by the developed capitalist 
countries was added to it. Manufactured articles, equipment, fertilizer, food, 
spare parts, etc., all were more expensive while revenues from most basic 
exports were diminishing. 


The result of this marked worsening of trade terms was a sharp rise in foreign 
debt. South Aserica's foreign debt has gone from $25 billion to $100 billion 
in the last eight years 


Brazil and Mexico have had to make great sacrifices to pay their creditors. 
As Peru was on the verge of bankruptcy, it had to yield to the dictates of 
the International Monetary Fund and private banks, which deman‘ed draconian 
austerity measures for the people in exchange for an agreement alleviating 

a stifling debt 














These practices smack of blackmail and large-scale gangsterism; naturally, 
they have met with no reproof from the most repressive regimes, which have 
been set up,for te very purpose of imposing the policy of the IMF, the 
World Bank, and ihe /"Chicago boys"/--the cold, technocratical economists 
who are behind the Trilateral Commission's grand designs’ being applied 

in Latin America. 


But other governments are not so docile. At the last session of CEPAL 

[UN Economic Cormission for Latin America], several delegations were 
talking about creating a regional monetary fund in order to have a stronger 
negotiating position for the /"conditional credits"/ imposed by the developed 
capitalist world. The egotism of these countries is so outrageous that it is 
finally alienating their most faithful friends. As case in point is the 
trade protectionism being practiced increasingly by the United States. 


The European Economic Community and Japan are seriously harming the economic 
interests of Latin American countries, whose situation is deteriorating. In 
1978 their average growth rate--aside from Cuba--scarcely reached 4 percent 

as opposed to 7 percent in 1970-74. And this slow growth represents no real 
development; it is not generally used to meet the vital problems of the people 
but to stimulate industries linked with foreign capital. 


Hunger, illiteracy, infant mortality, unemployment and underemployment, and 
galloping inflation are the lot of millions of Latin Americans who are struggling 
to survive. 


It is also the worst battleground of ideas for the peoples’ struggle. From 
this point of view, the period 1973-76 is dark. The forces that were then in 
the forefront were the victims of fierce, systematic persecution. The list 
is long, and it is not ended everywhere: people massacred, disappeared, 
imprisoned, tortured, exiled. All who express democratic opinions are /"sub- 
versive"/; those who defend human rights are suspect, and not just confirmed 
militants spreading /"Marxist poison."/ The so-called doctrine of /"national 
security"/ condemns them all. 


imperialism No Longer Has a Free Hand 


Today, however, it would be a complete mistake to harbor only this desolate 
view of things. The opposition movement showed a strong recovery in 1977-78. 
Despite the obvious diversity of the various situations, three positive factors 
hold our attention, because they might well determine the outlook for change 

in the future. 


First, /the broadening of the social front in the struggle against dictatorships./ 
The middle classes and certain bourgeois circles are more willing to get involved 
in it. Next, we must note that /democratic aspirations,/ and more exactly in a 
political sense, are now becoming the center of a national debate in many countries 
where certain currents of thought in the armed forces are intervening favorably 

and where the Catholic church is making its voice heard in the name of all its 
followers. 


In El Salvador, for example, the metropolitan cathedral--the front courtyard 
of which was strewn with the bodies of young demonstrators in May 1979--has 
become a place sacred to the popular resistance to the regime of General Carlos 
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Humberto Romero, who had been elected president through the most fraudulent 
election in the history of the republic, Finally, /the working class's com- 
bativeness/ is growing and asserting itself, especially in big business dependent 
on foreign capital. Many strikes have broken out in various places, and they 
have been long and hard, like those of the Sao Paulo metalwortkers striking for 
wages, union rights, and, more generally, for the restoration of democratic 
freedoms in Brazil. 


These new facts are shaking the bases of several dictatorships that have 
resulted from military coups and been programmed in the ideological labora- 
tories of the North American empire. President Jimmy Carter and the strategists 
of the Trilateral Commission are feverishly seeking /"back-up solutions"/ on 

the pretext of reestablishing human rights.2 


This gives rise not only to speeches permeated with the humanitarian values 

that the people of the United States, after Watergate and Vietnam, yearn to 

hear from their leaders but also to real pressures--economic, military, financial 
and diplomatic--to replace the regimes that have been most discredited at home 
and abroad with moderate governments that have been honorably elected and that 
enjoy the confidence of the State Department. Two years after it was started, 
these tactics have not yielded spectacular results. The fact that a /"strong 
man"/ like General Pinochet, who is deplored by the whole world, can stay in 
power seemingly forever is evidence for that. 


What has happened? First, let us cite one well-known fact: different percep- 
tions and criteria may motivate the various centers of power in North America: 
the White House, the State Department, the Pentagon, Wall Street, Congressional 
lobbies, the CIA [Central Intelligence Agency], etc. But in the final analysis, 
it is the defense of considerable economic interests that continues to shape 
their foreign policy in Latin America. Very likely there is no love lost 
between Jimmy Carter and the Chilian junta, as the tensions built up in the 
/Letellier affair/ have shown.5 It is also true that the United States is 
continuing to work covertly on a /post-Pinochet/ policy that would preserve 

its hegemonic presence in Chili. However, the junta's economic strategy is 
quite satisfactory to the transnational monopolies based in North America. 


In the general crisis of capitalism, the trusts tend more than ever to come down 
hard on dependent countries in order to make the profits that they have a hard 
time finding elsewhere. We can be sure that the /Anaconda Copper Corporation, / 
whose mines and installations were nationalized by the Allende government, is 
now sitting pretty--it bought a new copper deposit in May 1979--and is not 
lifting a finger to depose the masters of Santiago. 


In the second place, one of the most complicated, sometimes impossible under- 
takings is the quest for a /"Gattopardist"/ formula--change everything so as 
to change nothing--taking on a progressive image without being progressive. 


In Nicerssue, an enclave in Central America, which is considered a vital stra- 
tegic area, the United States thought for a while it would have dictator Anas- 
tasio Somoza succeeded by a liberal team led by Joaquim Chamorro, who was then 
the leading figure in the oppositon. But Somoza had Chamorro assassinated in 
January 1978. The Nicaraguan people then rose up against a tyranny that in 














the end even the Organization of American States (OAS), which cannot be suspected 
of national liberation struggles, could no longer support; completely isolated, 
or very nearly, the government of Jimmy Carter stubbornly held out against the 
tide of history. It was obsessed with the fear of /"a new Cuba"/ emerging prac- 
tically on its doorstep; it was anxious about the repercussions that Somoza's 
fall would have on the neighboring dictatorships of Guatemala, El Salvador, 

and Honduras; it supported to the end the Somoza dynasty and the creatures of 

its fiefdom in the name of services rendered to the United States since 1934 

in the crusade against communism. Washington was even thinking of intervening 
militarily in Nicaragua last June. The U.S. domestic situation and the relation- 
ship of international forces forbade it, and even the OAS for the first time in 
its history rebelled and condemned at the same time the Somoza dictatorship and 
the U.S. plans for intervention. Less than a month later, the victory went to 
the Sandinista forces, supported by the whole nation. It was a heavy defeat 

for Washington. 


Thus Jimmy Carter's preaching appears for what it is. It is not just the dupli- 
city of a President who respects as little as his predecessors did the will of 
the people; at the moment of truth, the tragedy of Nicaragua confirms the fact 
that imperialism will be having immense difficulties in assuming the role of 
policeman by all the means it deems necessary. 


Who Is Afraid of Change on This Continent? 


In the end, that is the main lesson to be learned from the last 20 months, which 
have brought important changes to the Latin-American political landscape. 


Since the beginning of 1977, elections have been held in 14 countries. Some of 
these, such as Paraguay's and, in another way, Colombia's, have remained epitomes 
of sinister farces or institutionalized duplicity; but most of them, when you 
look closely, reveal a new relationship of forces brought about by the peoples’ 
struggle, which demands the rights and freedoms that have been too long trampled 
underfoot. 


This explains the movement to bring back constitutional rule where a military 
regime had been in power. 


In Peru, where no voting had taken place for 12 years, elected 100 deputies for 

a constituent assembly in June 1978, and general elections are planned for 1980. 
The left and extreme left now represent a force against the center-right, which 
is camouflaged under the label /"reformist left."/ The center-right, allied 

with the right in a majority, is in fact leading the whole show. However, it 
will find it very difficult to overcome the victories won by the popular movement 
under the nationalist junta of General Velasco Alvarado between 1968 and 1975. 


In Ecuador, nine years of military rule ended on 1 October 1979 with the inaugu- 
ration of /"populist"/ President Jaime Roldos, whose election was a serious set- 
back for the old oligarchy, the /"rancia."/ This head of state, the youngest 
president in Latin America, belongs to a coalition of a moderate social-democratic 


stripe that represents the interests of a rising industrial middle class. The 
main objective of him and the legislators of his unicameral parliament is to give 
the country /"more modern structures."/ That does not frighten the Americans; 
they hastened to express their /"'satisfaction"/ with this fortunate development. 
It remains to be seen whether the Ecuadorian left, which is still relatively weak 
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and divided in the elections, can take advantage of the /"democratic opening"/ 
to further its action on behalf of the workers and farmers and strengthen their 
political awareness as the new situation requires. 


The same goes for Bolivia, where the united action of the broadest strata of 
the population routed in 1978 the dictatorship that had come to power in 1971, 
along with its factions. The election of 1 July 1979 confirmed the success 

of Luis Adolfo Siles Suazo, candidate of the Popular Democratic Union (UDP), 
which had been formed mainly by the Left Revolutionary Nationalist Movement 
(MNR-I), the Communist Party, and the Revolutionary Movement of the Left (MIR). 
The UDP had already won a large relative majority in 1978, but a fraud scandal 
and a coup d'etat annuled the electoral process. 


At that time, the fraud allowed reactionaries to frustrate the UDP in its vic- 
tory because the unfair election law made the UDP a minority in the parliament. 
After days of dangerous political chaos caused by this fact, powerful popular 
demonstrations, and a show of political responsibility by the UDP (and espe- 
cially the Communist Party of Bolivia), the election of Walter Guevara to 

the presidency (a center-leftist), the democratization of the country has been 
allowed to continue. 


The Andes region is not the only one that is stirring and smiting retrograde 
forces. The Panamanians elected their Assembly of Representatives in August 
1978 and confirmed their massive adherence to the program of development and 
decolonization that has been in effect since it was implemented by General 
Omar Torrijos in 1968. The free formation of political parties is under way 
and underscores the strengthening of democracy. On 1 October, the treaty 
wrested from the United States through long years of popular and national 
struggle will take the first step in returning the Canal Zone to Panamanian 
sovereignty. It would be a mistake the underestimate the importance of this 
victory over imperialism, which is very concerned about its interests in the 
isthmus of Panama. 


Finally, in Brazil, the growing pressure of a vast democratic front has forced 
General Joao Baptista Figueiredo, fifth president of the military regime that 
has been in power for 15 years, to lift press censorship, finally to forbid 
torture in prisons, to reinstate habeas corpus, and to propose an amnesty, 
which, despite its present restrictions, may be an important first step on 

the road to freedom. In this great, rich, dynamic country, there is no doubt 
that the people's and workers' action, whose strength is growing, will continue 
the evolution toward new democratic forms, as the economic expansion of the last 
decade requires in any case. 


These reiterations or statements of fact lead us to an initial conclusion. In 
the abovementioned countries, the alternative is obviously not the right or so- 
cialism but dictatorship or democracy. Aside from a few benighted hotheads, 
few people doubt this. A “revolutionary situation" is nowhere in sight. Nor 
are partisans of a radical and rapid transformation of society in a position 
to lead a movement in this direction in any country, including Nicaragua, no 
doubt. They work for the immediate future, when they can, in coalitions that 
are mest often led by reformist front groups and whose activity has consequently 
little to fear from American imperialism, which has opted, at least theoretically 
with the Trilateral Commission, for "third force" solutions. Of course, the 
communists and other "radicals" would be excluded from it at the proper time. 
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In any case, the game is close. The categorizations of the ideologues and 
their computers in the United States hardly seem to fit diverse, fluctuating, 
convulsive, burning realities. Despair bred in poverty and oppression holds 
them in fear of explosions. At the same time, reformism in its various forms 
seems to have some fine cards to play in Latin America, where imperialism needs 
help because it can no longer do whatever it wants nor so brazenly as before. 
When political parties enter the arena today, they are most often light-years 
behind as political distance is measured. These parties had been fairly worn 
out by their compromises with the bourgeoisie and foreign profiteers in the 
1960's; now they are working at recovering a leftist image by denouncing cor- 
rupt and increasingly isolated dictatorships. It has become common to note 
that today the social democrats, like the Christian democrats, are being aided 
by powerful European parties and governments with the FRG foremost among them; 
they are showing new vigor, claiming to be part of a “democratic left," and 
hewing away at “totalitarian communism" as well as “capitalism with an inhuman 
face."" This is something that deserves study. 


On Venezuela's “Democratic Vitality" 


In this context, let us look at Caracas. Eight months ago, general elections 
pitted the social-democratic Democratic Action (AD) against the Christian social 
COPEL [Committee of the Independent Political Electoral Organization]. The 
results of this election will have and already have had repercussions outside 
of South America. Indeed, it is obvious that Venezuela is no longer the "oil 
country" that was identified with its petroleum. As an active member of OPEC, 
it holds an important position in international relations and appears concerned 
about alleviating the financial burden on underdeveloped countries that are 
deprived of energy resources by crude oil price increases. 


At the last OPEC meeting, in Geneva, last June, Venezuela moved and the 13 member 
countries decided to allocate $800 million more in aid to those countries, which 
had already been granted a little over a billion dollars. The Latin American 
countries protested at the Manila debate the harm done to their economies by 

the rise in oil prices; they are among the primary beneficiaries of this latest 
move. 


At the same time, Venezuelan diplomacy has been agitating for a new world economic 
order more favorable to developing countries (DC's), which are also victims of 
the world trade imbalance. Venezuela has also worked with Mexico to create the 
Latin American Economic System (SELA), which includes 22 countries, including 
Cuba, and has two missions: to strengthen the negotiating power of the member 
States by stressing regional cooperation, and to agree on common positions in 
dealing with third-party organizations or countries. Andes countries’ partici- 
pation in SELA cooperation projects received new impetus after the summit in 
Cartagena, Colombia, which was held at the end of May 1979 by the presidents 

of Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, and Venezuela, 





However, Venezuela has gained prestige in recent years by acting as a “belli- 
gerent democratic nation.” Caracas leaders have separated themselves from 
the dictatorships of Chili, Uruguay (they broke diplomatic relations with 
this country in July 1976), Argentina, and, especially, Nicaragua. They 
support the interests of the continent as a whole and intend to liquidate 
the vestiges of colonialism, The) support Belize (formerly British Honduras) 
in its desire for independence, reaffirm Puerto Rico's right to self-deter- 
mination (it is a U.S. colony), are for Panama's sovereignty over the Canal 
Zone, and for Bolivia's regaining the access to the Pacific that was stolen 
from it a century ago this year. 


All these attitudes exude the discreet odor of an anti-imperialism that is 

far from being carried to its ultimate conclusions, and they make what is 
happening in Venezuela a matter of interest to more people than the Venezuelans 
themselves. For the fifth time since the 1958 overthrow of dictator Perez 
Jimenez, Venezuclans went to the ballot box to elect a new president, deputies, 
senators, and state assemblies. The spectrum of the candidates seemed to be 
broad, but it was made up mostly of stand-ins. Actually, two main candidates 
monopolized the attention of the 6 million voters and foreign observers: 

Luis Pinerua Orda: (ot the AD: he had 44,43 percent of the vote in 1973) and 
Luis Herrera Campins (COPEI, with 30.23 percent in 19735). Campins won narrowly. 
But why” First and obviously, the voters were polarized more than ever in the 
two lerge centrist camps: more than 90 percent of the vote went to the two par- 
ties. ‘This was the result of a concerted strategy by the dominant social groups 
and also bf a bipartisanism encouraged by the United States. Venezuela has 
more than half of its foreign trade with the United States, not to mention 

the fact that American investment is present in all profitable sectors of the 
economy. But this massive bipolarization was basically due to the lack of a 
credible electoral alternative to the two dominant parties. Subsequent events 
showed this. 


What did happen to the leftist forces? In December 1978, they went into the 
election divided, This disappointed and dissuaded its potential voters. Still, 
700,000 chose a socialist or communist “tarjeta” (ballot with party symbols). 
The day after the election, the leaders of these leftist groups and the leaders 
of less important groups decided to do away with this suicidal divisiveness. 

The Movement Towards Socialism (MAS; the third largest party in the country in 
terms of votes), the Movement of the Revolutionary Left (MIR), the Communist 
Party (PCV), and the Electoral Movement of the People (MEP) made up common 

lists for the municipal elections, which were held separately in June 1979, 

the first time in the history of the country that they were held separately. 
With more than 18 percent of the vote (25 percent in the Caracas district), 

has the united left emerged as a new pole of attraction to defy bipolarization? 
Is it a historical turning point? Does it mean the end of the big parties’ 
dominance? Is it only a happenstance due to the citizenry's disgust at the 
corruption and maladministration in municipalities managed thus far by “caudillos" 
more eager to enrich themselves than to meet the innumerable needs of the popula- 
tion? It is too early to tell. But the combined action of the leftist forces 
is even now being felt in parliament, in union actions, among students, in public 
opinion forums, etc, And this new situation can only be favorable for progres- 
sive changes in national politics, 
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In national politics, the openly reactionary parties have had their influence 
reduced gradually reduced to zero, and the Democratic Action party and COPE] 
have had a system of alternance going that would be interesting to analyze. 

To do so, we must go back to 1968, which was a turning point in many respects. 
Guerrilla actions were extinct, or nearly so.’ Formerly insurgent parties 
regained their legality. But the Venezuelan people were growing impatient. 
They nightly appreciated the privilege, which is rare in Latin America, of electing 
their representatives, but they also wanted a more equitable share of 011 re- 
sources, and the possibility for as many as possible to be fed, educated, 
employed, housed, and cared for medically. They asked that the principles of 
social justice contained in the 1961 constitution be applied. This constitu- 
tion is one of the most progressive in South America. That is why the people 
elected in 1968 the presidential candidate who had based his whole campaign on 
the theme /"el cambio"/: the Christian Democrat Rafael Caldera. This statesman 
of great stature was to carry out a foreign policy more independent of the big 
neighbor to the north and defend nationalist-inspired oil legislation, but he 
did not meet the expectations of the people forgotten by the system, and they 
are legion, 


Five years later, the Social Democratic candidate was the recipient of the 
voters’ hopes. He was an outdoors type with a lot of flair who walked dozens 
of kilometers a day to bring the good word, “el cambio" to the poor people of 
the "ranchos" (the shantytowns where 40 percent of Venezuela's present popula- 
tion of 13 million live one on top of the other; half of them are under 20), 

Mr Carlos Andres Perez, He was called CAP, American style. He waged an uncom- 
promising “war on poverty." A detail: the costs of his large publicity campaign 
wee covered by extremely rich businessmen, No matter: his propaganda won him 
a veritable triumph, He was elected with more than S50 percent of the votes, 

and his party, the AD, won a comfortable majority of the seats in Congress. 


In addition to this political success, oil prices quadrupled and brought a fan- 
tastic amount of money into the government treasury. By political and financial 
means CAP is doubtlessly the Venezuelan president who has gathered the most power 
into his hands, For what purpose? It must be admitted that his five years 
(1974-79) is worthy of going down in history. His term saw the nationalization 
of iron in 1975 and oil in 1976; these two resources are the basic wealth of the 
country. These two measures were criticized for not forestalling all possibility 
of profitable agreements for the transnational corporations, but they did form 
the indispensable basis for any development effort. Venezuela is developing 
through accelerated industrialization of its mining resources. But amid so much 
waste, not to say, a mess! A large amount of “petrobolivars" has sunk into the 
abyss of a corrupt bureaucratic administrative machine. President CAP's team, 


which had revenues of 250 billion bolivars ($1 = 4,30 bolivars), managed the 
astonishing feat of plunging the country seriously into debt and finally leaving 
it with a large trade and balance of payments deficit. The government plays a 
decisive part in the econony, and it managed services so badly that the everyday 
problems of transportation, water, electricity, mail, roads, etc. became a night- 


mare. But the timid attemp: i) redistributing national revenues was especially 








vitiated, and it was a task that the government had made a high priority. 
Once again the representatives of big business sitting in the cabinet and 
controlling important public organizations called the tune. Once again, 
the bulk of the resources were transferred to the multimillionaire groups, 
who made obscene displays of their taste for luxury while two-thirds of 
the population remained underfed. Even the middle class saw its living 
standard go down because of marked inflation in the cities, where more 
than 70 percent of the country's inhabitants live. Again the feeling of 
frustration could only grow. Thus... 


Thus, in December 1978 Venezuelans voted en masse (voting is required, 
incidentally) for "el cambio." Change again, but some said it was the 

lesser of two evils. This time the right wing of the social-democratic 

AD (a wing led by Romulo Betancourt, former president and faithful friend 

of the United States) was beater by the COPEI left wing, which is Christian 
democratic and whose candidate was Luis Herrera Campins. He was a /"llanero,"/ 
stocky, unassuming, and cordial, and projected an effective progressive image 
and message: /"My great commitment it to the poor, the ignored, the abandoned 
and the marginal ones,"/ he declared the night of his victory. 


This harmonious "democratic alternance" brings Venezuelan voters every five 
years from AD /"cambio"/ to COPEI /"cambio"/ and back again. The new govern- 
ment proposes two priority focal points of action: aid to education and cul- 
ture (economic gains still depend upon a sizeable number of qualified foreigners) 
and the organization of a "representative democracy" that would establish 
participation mechanisms, especially at the municipal level. Luis Herrera 
Campins will be given credit for having the most praiseworthy intentions, 

but the central question remains: will he succeed in breaking up the empire 

of the technocrats, who are closely linked to national and foreign monopolies 
and who are blocking any structural reform? That is doubtful, considering 

the themes defended by his party, which is a heterogeneous group where reac- 
tionaries and moderate centrists rub shoulders with more or less progressive 
trends. COPEI consolidated its dominant political position by winning the 
June 1979 city elections; the party's doctrine retains on many points that 

of the Christian democrats of Western countries, especially the Italian 
Christian Democratic Party, whose orientation we know. One of the favorite 
slogans of the "Copeyanos"--"For a promoter state"--seems to conceal the 

old rightist idea of increasing the number of “intermediary groups," i.e. 
private capitalist groups between the individual and the government, the 
better to defend "personal rights."" In any case, the country's present economic 
situation is much less flourishing than it seems at first glance and will not 
allow the government to accomplish miracles. Unless, of course, it resolutely 
attacks the privileged. But it has not gone that route. 


In Conclusion: Some Questions 
Having made these remarks, we can make some general observations. 


There has been a reactivation of the Christian democratic tendency in Latin 
America; it has been followed attentively and supported by the World Union 
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of Christian Democracy (UMDC), whose principal leaders met in Caracas at the 
beginning of 1978 to hold forth on the “democratic development" of the continent. 


It is known that Christian democracy is present in Bolivia, Colombia, Panama, 
Peru, Guatemala, El Salvador, Paraguay, and especially Chili, where it is one 
of the most important forces opposing the dictatorship, and in Ecuador, where 
the founder of the Christian democratic party, Oswaldo Hurtado, was recently 
elected vice-president of the republic. We note that with the victory of Luis 
Herrera Campins in Venezuela--he is also one of the UMDC leaders--this kind of 
group has dislodged a social democratic party from power for the second time 

in a year in this part of the Caribbean. Washington is scared to death that 
another “raiical" regime might take root hore.? In spring 1978, Mr Rodrigo 
Carazo Odiv became president of Costa Rica with a Christian socialist label; 
he took advantage of the worn-out condition of the National Liberation Party, 
which is a member of the Socialist International (1S). This defeat had already 
displeased the IS leaders, but they are even more upset at the noticeable slow- 
down of the Democratic Action party in Venezuela--confirmed as having worsened 
in the municipal elections of last June. The defeated president CAP had proven 
to be a zealous and generous propagandist for them--he had the means--and for 
"democratic socialism.” !0 Especialjy so in Central America and the Caribbean. 


Does this mean that social democracy is running out of steam? It had been very 
enterprising for four years, especialiy in Latin America, and its ideological 
offensive goes hand in hand with an influx of European capital into South 
America, part’cularly West German capital. True, social democracy has had 

big electoral setbacks in Europe this year, and the Spanish Socialist Workers 
Party, which the IS had been using as a spearhead in Latin America, often 
visited by Felipe Gonzalez, is going through an identity crisis. 


But the social democrats and other reformist: probably have good chances of 
playing a first-line role in the 1980's. The IS wanted to “get its foot in 
the door” last August by showing its great concern for the Nicaraguan people, 
who had defeated the dictatorship. It even proclaimed /urbi et orbi/ the 
/"“social-democratic sensitivity'’/ of certain new leaders in the Managua govern- 
ment. It is already known that it influenzes a dozon Latin American parties, 
some of which are far from negiigibie. il tt is intensely active in countries 


as economically interesting as Brorii, Argentina, and others. It has had more 
than bad luck: one of its partisans, Antonio Gutman was elected president of 

the Dominican Republic in May i978. It was not without danger: the outgoing 
president, Joaquim Balaguer obstinately refused to leave. It took the combined 
pressure of social democracy and the State Vepartment in & ishington to stop a 
military attempt to confiscate the victory of Antonio Gutman and his Dominican 
Revolutionary Party. This noble action of Jimmy Carter's shows something more 
than a new and astonishing concern for the will of *he people: rather, American 
imperialism is not very afraid of a social democratic government in Santo Domingo. 
We thought as much, but ever . the Dominican experience does not permit us to 


jump to conclusions. 





As overywhere else, social democracy in Latin America is essentially contra- 
dictory. That is why a nuanced approach is necessary in examining what its 
role is today and what it may be tomorrow. True, present imperialist strategy 
involves using reformist governments ty channel the people's growing will and 
action towards freedom, progress, and national independence. But putting 
this strategy to work is not without its problems, as we have seen. 


May we risk a few questions to conclude these notes? Some social-democratic 
parties are “polyclassist" but have a not inconsiderable working-class base, 
e.g. the AD in Venezuela; the party's interests obviously do not coincide with 
those of the multinational corporations. There, the proletariat lives and 
works in barely tolerable conditions; it is becoming increasingly ‘radicalized" 
and is secking a true revolutionary way. This is a fact that may influence 
the evolution of these parties. 


Besides, are there not obvious divergences between the social democrats of 
Latin America and their elder European brothers? For example, on the issue, 
which is not at all theoretical for them, of restructuring international trade 
on a juster basis, and the issue of a new world economic order. Moreover, 
mustn't inter-imperialist contradictions be considered? For example, there 
is some friction between RFG monopolist capital and Wall Street's, especially 
in Brazil. 


The “antifascist” positions being taken today in Latin America by International 
Socialist parties necessarily carry anti-imperialist overtones, more or less 
according to the situation. That happens to the extent that dictatorship and 
pro-imperialism are two sides of the same coin. For the short or medium tern, 
no doubt, that offers possibilities of anti-dictatorial alliances. That also 
brings up the problem of the capacity of the revolutionary movement to prevent 
false progress that might lead to a pseudo-democracy. These questions call for 
deep thought if one is to grasp the new tendencies that are taking shape and 
coming onto the scene in Latin America. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. The study published by LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE in June 1979 under the title 
"The World Bank and Agricultural Development in the Third World" points out 
that Argentina, Chili, and Uruguay will receive seven times more credit 
from this bank in 1979 than all other borrowers. 


2. Cf. “Strategy and Tactics of the United States in Latin America," CAHIERS 
DU COMMUNISME October 1978. 


5. Orlando Letellier, former foreign minister for Salvador Allende, was living 
in exile in Washington. He was assassinated there in September 1976 by 
Pinochet's killers. The murder disturbed public opinion. The open inquest 
was about to end when the Supreme Court of Chili refused in June 1979 to 
extradite three Chilian officers implicated in the crime. This outcome 
greatly irritated Jimmy Carter, and ambassadors were recalled on both 
sides. Then everything went back to normal. 
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4. This is the Popular Alliance for the American Revolution (APRA), 
which still gets votes even though it plays a frankly conservative game 
under the influence of its leader, Victor Raul Haya de la Torre, whose 
anticommunism has become increasingly virulent with adyanced age--84. 
He was nominated for the Nobel Prize by French notables, e.g. the Count 
d de Billy, Madame de Ilautecloque, Jacques Soustelle, Maurice Couve de 
Murville, etc. But Haya de la Torre died in August. 


5. The AD, a national reformist party founded in 1941, has governed for 
three five-year terms since 1958. Its drift to the right has produced 
several schisms and scrious divisions that are now undermining even its 
appearance of unity. As for COPEI, it was established in 1946 by young 
admirers of Spanish Falangism and evolved toward a Christian humanism 
concerned with social questions, but it continues to preach t’.e necessary 
harmony of the rich and the poor. 


6. The split that appeared between the producers and buyers of energy in 
the Third World at the 5th UNCTAD in Manila in June 1979 delighted the 
great consumer powers, but they got nothing out of it because they failed 
to separate the OPEC countries from their natural allies. 


The Communist Party of Venezuela and other movements fascinated by the 
victorious epic of the Rebel Army of Fidel Castro launched into the 1960's 
not opposing an odious dictatorship like Batista's in Cuba but a legally 
elected president, Romula Betancourt (founder of the AD), in whom the 
democratic will of the people was embodied. This strategic error was 
thoroughly exploited by the Venezuelan bourgeoisi¢; it cost dearly in 
human lives and set the vanquished against one another. Its consequences 
were so dire that they have lasted to the present day. 


8. The “llanos" are <~.e plains at the center of Venezuela. They are used for 
cattle raising and agriculture. The inhabitants, the “llaneros,” are 
reputed to be warm and hospitablie. 


9. Thus they followed anxiously the process started in Grenada on 135 March 1979, 
when the fraudulent, "Pinochetist" regime of Eric Gairy was overthrown, 
as did the progressive movements that have been demonstrating on Dominica 
and Santa Lucia after the recent proclamation of their independence. 


10, And not only in Latin America Ihe PSOE received funds from Venezuela at 
the time, as did the Socialist Party of Portupal 


11. National Liberation Party (Costa Rica), National Party of the People (Jamaica), 


Dominican Revolutionary Party (Dominican Republic), Radical Party (Chili), 
Popular Socialist Party (Argentina), Febrerist Revolutionary Party (Paraguay), 
Democratic Action (Venezucia), Electoral Movement of the People (Venezuela), 
Labor Party (Brazil), ‘at il Revolutionary yement (f1 Salvador), Labor 


Party (Barbados). 
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VARYING OPINIONS EXPRESSED REGARDING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Jaime Gusman Coluan 
Santiago ERCILLA in Spanish 19 Sep 79 p 15 
[article by Jaime Guzman E.: “The Essence of the President's Message” ; 


passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


—— President Pinochet's combined treatment of the economic and social 
nt and the domestic front in his recent presidential message reflected 
his expressed desire to emphasize the close--ani completely harmonious-- 
relationship that exists among the political, economic and social aspects 
of the “institutionalisa” being promoted by the present government. The 
incisive clarification of this relationship has proved to be perhaps the 
most outstanding feature of the presidential message. 


1. The chief of state insisted that the new “irrtitutionalisa” is not 
restricted to the political domain, as some ha-« aisunderstood it to be. 
There is also a new “economic institutionaliem” and a new “social institu- 
tionalisa.” The fact that all of these “institutionaliems” derive from a 
common doctrinal source which is embodied in the government's Declaration of 
Principles serves to refute the fraudulent allegation of a supposed policy 
whereby the economic model governs the other aspecte of this new institution- 
alism. This allegation is a false artifice whose only purpose is to create 
an unfounded wistrust of the so-called “economic teas.” 


2. The president's statement to the effect that the /overall new institu- 
tionalism, is designed simultaneously to promte freedom, security, progress 
and justice was elucidated throughout the message with precision and elo- 
quence. 


Uf particular iaportance wae his explanation as regards freedom. President 
Pinochet underscored the vaive of political freedom and indicated that we 
would continually move forward gradually to the full exercise thereof, with 
the understanding that such exercise could not again be extended to those 
who by means of totaiitar’'an or violent doctrines intend to use that freedos 








solely for the purpose of destroying it. ginultensousiy, however, the chief 
of state emphasized that economic freedom and social freedom--which were so 
Seriously curtailed in Chile during recent decades by pro-socialist statisa 
and the labor and professional union gonopolies and oligarchies, under the 
umbrella of the law--are of equal, or greater, importance in the daily life 
of the average citizen. 


3. The pillars of the new economic institutionalisa--which are synthesised 
in the efficient allocation of our production resources through the instru- 
mentality of open competitive markets; in the recognition of pritate enter- 
prise as the prime mover of economic growth, functioning in cooperation 
with a supportive government one of whose most important sissions is the 
redistribution of income for the benefit of the poor; and in the elimination 
of the power of the government to generate a spiral of taxes and inflation-- 
emerge, in the light of the presidential message, as sources mt only of 
progress and justice but also of personal freedom in the economic domain. 


4. The message evinces even more strongly the close link that exis 
between the seven goals of the new social institutionalisa, on 
and the genuine freedom of each Chilean to make decisions with respect 
those problems which most directly convsern hia. 


The labor plan, the social security reform, the presidential directive on 
education, the restructuration of the health program, the modernisation of 
the judicial systes, the reorganization of agriculture on a basis of private 
ownership and a competitive economy, and the adainistrative reform (which 
includes regionalization) all have a common inspiration and significance 
both in respect to the justice they seek through greater equality of oppor- 
tunity and also in respect to a strengthening of personal freedom, which is 
embodied in these initiatives precisely in those categories where personal 
freedom has been most restricted in recent decades. Not to allow such a 
situation to be repeated in the future, through the deceitful practice of 
limiting freedom to the sere exercise of political rights, was one of the 
most incisive decisions contained in the presidential sessage. 


5. With regard to the new political institutionalissa, President Pinochet 
emphasized the official commitment of the new legal systes to the basic 
values of our national life, to the strengthening of individual rights, and 
to the strengthening of government in its role as executor of the political 
leadership of the state within the framework of a presidential system whose 
necessary checks and balances will be provided by formulas which will not 
allow the governmental function to be rendered sterile, as has occurred 
repeatedly in our country since 1691. Effective measures to counter dema- 
@ogic activity are an indispensable prerequisite for sustained progress 
toward the future. 


It will be noted that whereas the political domain has traditionally been 
viewed solely from the standpoint of freedom, and the economic and social 
domain solely through the prism of supposed progress and justice, /the new 
institutionalism--in contrast--introduces an integrated, overall vision of 
these values as they apply to all the nation's activities/. 








One especially timely deve .opment is the reaffirmation of democracy as the 
appropriate form of government for Chile's future. it is especially timely 
because it is a disavow~al of those who--presenting themselves as supporters 
of the government--confuse the citizenry by advocating corporatist programs 
or by postulating, whether explicitly or ‘aplicitly, an impossible perpetua 
tion of a allitary government. Un the other hand, the statement in question 
defines the nature of the disagrecment with the opposition elements in its 
true terms: that is to say, one either returns to the old-style democracy 
which encouraged totalitarianiss, statiss, su’version and (4emagogy, or one 
advances toward a new democracy which acquires validity as a form of govern- 
Bent only insofar as it serves freedom, security, progress and justice and 
thereby synthesizes the way of life which we desire. Democracy is accord- 
ingly a means to an end, not an end in iteelf. Here you have one of the 
aspects of greatest significance for any fruitful analysis of our political 
future, because it eazbod‘es the characteristics which our future democracy 
must possess and also sete the /appropriate pace/ of the advance toward 
that democracy. 


6. The president's statement to the effect that the new constitution should 
be the supreme legal expression of the overall new institutionaliss, rather 
than just ite political dimeneion, serves to highlight the true importance 
of that institutionaliss, which aleo encompasses the economic and social 
domains. Oorrelatively, his explanation that the new institutionalissa is 
not restricted to the constitutional aspect but also finds its expression 
in multiple legal entities, and new civic habits, in a progressives and 
interdependent process of gestation serves to highlight the progress that 
the nation is daily making in this regard and also to avoid an undesirable 
narrowing of the institutional theory to the new constitution alone. 


7. lastly, the reaffirmation of the Chacarilias Plan appears as the logical 
corollary of the forego'ne etatezents, in that it will now be possible to 
combine the necessary popular approval of the new Basic Charter with the 
imperative requirement of eradua. progress toward ite full implementation. 
This gradual progress «1.1. ‘n turn maxe possible the integral and harmonious 
development of the new inetitutionaliem in ite three aspecte while at the 
Same time allowing the time necessary for the economic and @oclal progres 
now umier way to yield ite full measure of development and freedom--the 
irreplaceable foundations for a e\able democracy. 


The decision to have the same constitutional plebiscite render an opinion 
on the modalities of the transition was @ reiteration of the president's 
conviction that to separate the guestion of the transition from the question 
of the definitive institytionalies would be t “deprive the transition of 
ite ecreatest benefit arn’ ite essential meaning.” 


The internal iogic of the  vereal. new institutionaliss evinces the solidity 
and depth of the latter, an’ at the same tli@e substantiates the conclusion 
that the present government bee undertaken the @ost profound and creative 
transformation that hes ta: en place in th's century The recent presidential 
messace has made this “? | man’ teet sie '§ embarxing on & great 
tas«. 











Seven Views Voiced 


Santiago HOY in Spanish 19 Sep 79 pp 6-10 


[article by Jaime Moreno Laval: “Agreement or Disagreement?” ] 


[Text] In reading his message to the nation, President Pinochet established 
a landmark in Chile's history: he was the first chief executive in this 
century to begin his seventh year in office. 


For this reason--as many have commented--the message was both a report on 
this 6-year period and a program for the future. The general's thinking 
was condersed into 33 pages, read in sligitly more than one and a half 
hours and interrupted 31 times by applause. 


Bernardino Castillo, president of the copper workers, considered the speech 
to be “conservative.” Rafael Cumsille, of the retail trade, called it a 
“worthy” speech. The cabinet ministers were united in a single posture: 
“Extraordinary” (Jose Pinera); “sound” (Sergio Fernandes); “forceful” 
(Roberto Xelly) and “truthful and objective” (Monica Madariaga). 


Moral Force 


Turning to the foreign front, Pinochet discredited the “deception” whereby 
some believe Chile to be internationally isolated. He pointed to Cubillos’ 
trip, to the excellent relations with Japan, and to the new ties with 
Gabon, the Ivory Coast, Swaziland, Malaysia, Singapore, Western Samoa and 
Surinaa. 


He was especially harsh with respect to the great powers (the USA and the 
USSR), which are, he said, conspicuously manifesting signs of “hegemony and 
interventionisa.” in an obvious allusion to the White House, he declared 
that it “is not weighing the risx involved in exporting programs which are 
alien to the reality of other nations, and is furthermore applying its new 
doctrine in a selective and discriminatory manner that deprives it of all 
moral force.” 


Concerning the controversy with Argentina, the president placed his trust 
in the papal mediation. He recalled the most stressful days of the dispute: 
“Peace was valued more highly then, and the fulfillment of one's duty was 
feared less, than ever beforo in our century.” 


Turning to the economic domain, he reemphasized the achievements of the 
economic recovery plan: a surplus in the balance of payments; inflation 
under control (although this year may possibly show no change from the 
figures for 1975); an increasing gross national product; high quality 
foreign investment; and a more just redistribution of income. On this 
latter point, he noted that wage earners not only regained their 1970 per- 
centage of the national income but in fact surpassed it. 

















He did acknowledge, however, that the workers have made great sacrifices 
and said the government “understands their tribulations and their needs.” 
To optimize the distribution of government expenditures, he said, a “social 
coordination plan” will be put into effect under the direction of the 
president. 


Without Haste 


The general coined a new term: “social institutionalism,” whose pillars 
would be equality of opportunity and freedom of decision. He emphasized 
that the validity of a free society cannot be centered on the mere exercise 
of political rights, although, he added, “we are far from denying their 
value. Gradually and without haste, we shall move forward toward their 
full exercise...." He warned, however, that the political recess is again 
in full force and that “whoever disregards it will have to take the conse- 
quences.” 


Social institutionalism, he said, has seven tasks to accomplish, some of 

ich are already under way: the labor plan, social security reform, 
educational reform, public health reform, restructuration of the judicial 
system, reorganization of agriculture, and administrative reform. He 
announced that within this framework a ctudy was under way looking toward 
a 30 percent share for the workers in the profits of certain companies 
“without their having to meet any losses incurred by the companies.” The 
president once again described himself as the defender of the weak and the 
spokesman for those who lack any organization through which to make ther- 
selves heard. 


He emphasized that democracy was the system chosen for political institu- 
tionalism and asserted that it would involve the fullest measure of public 
participation. He had a word of caution for the impatient ones, however: 
“We have consistently rejected the insidious hypothesis that we want to 
perpetuate ourselves in power.” 


Modernization 


The Chacarillas ilan was reaffirmed once again: the plan, he declared, “is 
in full force and effect.” He said that the public will have the task of 
expressirg themselves as to the modalities of the transition period, which 
is scheduled to begin on 1 January 1951. This point, however, is not very 
clear, inasmuch as in a statement to ERCILLA he declared that “in a sense, 
we have entered the transition period.” in his message he asserted that 
the government will become one of “national modernization.” 


On the subject of the armed forces ani police forces, he prociaimed--in his 
capacity as generalissimo--his satisfaction at the fact that these forces 
“have not become politicized, for they have understood that governmental 
authority resides in their respective commanders in chief and director 
general.” 











Broad Shadows 


HOY's editors have assembled a number of opinions concerning the presidential 
message. individuals of various shades of opinion stated their views. 


The social democrat Luis Bossay, a former Radical Party senator, believes 
that the president's speech is the best one--from the standpoint of tech- 
nique--that he has delivered in these past 6 years. "It very skillfully 
presented the views of the autocratic government,” Bossay said, “focusing 
a strong light on certain aspects of current events in Chile but projecting 
only silence--or broad shadows--over questions that public opinion eagerly 
wished to have clarified. A study of the essential meaning of his words 
makes it clear that the ailitary government and its civilian staff desire 
a novel kind of vertical democracy--one that resembles the discipline which 
they themselves practice. This type of democracy is not an expression of 
what the Chilean people have admired and loved throughout their entire 
history.” 


Bossay added that the assertions concerning a hypothetical “democratic” 
future are daily being contradicted, because, he said, “those who do come 
forward to voice their discontent or dissidence find that the only response 
they encounter is to be arrested.” The former senator believes that any 
government will always have some achievements to its credit, “but,” he 
adds, “in order to establish the true value of these achievements it is 
necessary to examine them in the light of their regressive social cost on 
the other side of the ledger. For example, in evaluating the results of 
the fight against inflation--which are positive--one must not ignore the 
balancing entry of unemployment, bankruptcies and poverty.” 


Accomplished Facts 


Guillermo Medina, state councillor and leader of the copper workers, 
believes that creation of the Social Council is an important step, although 
he is not clear as to the economic support the Council will receive in 
order to aid the needy. “The presidential reaffirmation of protection for 
the weak," he said, “is also of fundamental importance, for in this way we 
workers can feel protected against the greed of management. The announce- 
ment of the social security reform was equally positive, for we have already 
waited long enough to have the policy of low pensions discontinued. Before 
the reform is put into effect, of course, the trade union cadres should be 
consulted, so that we won't be confronted with still another set of accom- 
plished facts." 


Pablo Rodriguez, lawyer and former Fatherland and Freedom leader, believes 
that the positive aspects outweigh the negative aspects, as for example the 
concern manifested with respect to the social deficiencies of the economic 
plan--deficiencies which will be dealt with by the Social Coordination 
Committee. “The president's view,” he said, “of the role played by the 
imperialisms, and the reaffirmation of our sovereignty, reflect the sentiment 
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of the majority of Chileans, which repudiates foreign interventionism and 
also repudiates those who--for subordinate personal ambitions--have 
recourse to it.” 


Rodriguez hails the decision of the chief executive to maintain the politi- 
cal recess during the transition period. “This is the most important tool 
for insuring the success of the military administration's efforts,” he 
said. He views as negative the explanation to the effect that there is no 
process of regressive distribution of the national income. “Failure to 
recognize this factor,” he added, "is a serious matter, because it will 
Stand in the way of measures that could attenuate the political and social 
effects that stem from that process. i also believe that the president 
does not regard as important the incorporation of genuine formulas for 
participation into the model. Lastly, I believe he has missed a superla- 
tive opportunity to sketch the outlines of the transition period. This 
would have made it possible to stabilize his government and move the 
country nearer to the stage of national political normalcy, which all of 
us desire.” 


Isolation 


In the opinion of Juan Hamilton, former cabinet minister and Christian 
Democratic Party senator, “there was nothing new, nor any major change, in 
the account of the 6 years in power.” Hamilton believes the optimism with 
respect to foreign affairs runs counter to reality. "The fact is,” he 
Says, “that the government is isolated and has been denounced for violation 
of human rights, even by those countries which minister Cubillos is 
inauspiciously visiting. Our relations with our neighbors,” he added, “are 
the worst they have been at any time in this century, and peace with 
Argentina is dependent on the mediation of the Pope. The attack on the 
United States will not help to improve relations with that country, which 
have already deteriorated because of thw intervention of the DINA | National 
Intelligence Department | in the Letelier crime.” 


Hamilton believes we have been put on notice that the government will 

insist on its economic and social model, “the negative effects of which-- 
low wages, unemployment, a foreign trade deficit, a regressive distribution 
of the national income, excessive indebtedness, and a decrease in social 
investment--appear to be inherent characteristics of that model, which 
clearly favors only privileged groups to the detriment of the great majority 
of the population, thereby heightening tensions and aggravating injustice. 


“The promise to reestablish our institutions,” he continued, “is giving way 
to the institutionaligation of a personalist and authoritarian regime--one 
which has no national consensus to legitimize it, turns its back on our 
history and distorts the essential meaning of democracy. On the domestic 
scene,” he added, “we shall continue in a state of emergency, with civil 
liberties restricted. 


“Lastly,” he declared, “one feels the absence of what might be termed the 
"human front," that is to say, some explanation--or some hope--for those 





leans who suffer most the effects of persecution, discrimination, the 
abuse of power, exile, or the anguish of missing family members.” 


Great Statesman 


Jorge Cheyre, president of the Association of Metallurgical Industrialists, 
believes that the message demonstrated the “nation’s astounding recovery, 
the titanic achievement of a great statesman.” In Cheyre’s view, the 
political recess is necessary to bring about peace. “Chile,” he says, “has 
progressed a great deal without elections. A phased return to democracy is 
a logical choice. in managing a country--or an industry--one aust be 
inflexible in the pursuit of one’s goals. As for the statement that the 
workers will have a greater share in the profits of certain enterprises but 
will contribute nothing when there are losses, it seems to me that we all 
should assume the same risks: share in the good as well as the bad.” 


In the opinion of Tucapel Jimenez, president of the ANEF | National Associa- 
tion of Government Eaployees | and member of the Group of Ten, the message 
“brought no hope that we workers might recover the purchasing power lost 
during these past several years. The current prosperity benefits only the 
rich. I was impressed by the announcement of the creation of a Social 
Council. We are used to having this government present us with accomplished 
facts, and I am skeptical as to its effectiveness in controlling social 
costs: it's like having the cat guard the butcher shop.” 


According to Manuel Valdes, president of the Confederation of Production 
and Commerce, Pinochet's speech accurately reaffirms and interprets the 
desire for social peace and development that is shared by the majority of 
the nation. 


in the economic sphere, he says, "it ratifies the gradual abandonment of 
statism as a way of life, in an increasingly vigorous effort to democratise 
the decisions that are taken at the various levels of activity both by 
producers and by consumers. In the social sphere, it sets forth the seven 
priority tasks to which it commits the community for the purpose of 
achieving the stated objective of consolidating freedom and achieving 
equality of opportunity.” 


Valdes does not doubt that the government is fully maintaining its role in 
the forefront of the definition and design of overall policy, thereby 
furthering one of the most profound material and moral transformations 
that the nation has had occasion to experience. 


The Same Card 


In the view of Federico Mujica, president of the Confederation of Baployees 
of Private Industry, the speech contained nothing new. “The same card was 
shuffled,” he said, “and it was merely presented in a new way. The crucial 
problems of the workers--unemployment and low purchasing power--were not 

even mentioned. Nor was it clear whether we will participate in the drafting 
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of the social security reform, even though--given the nature of the ailitary 
regime--our only function is to comply with whatever decision is made.” 


With respect to the political process, Mujica said: “1 am withholding ay 
opinion. This is an authoritarian government which holds the reins of 
power, amd to voice an opinion is to waste one’s time.” 
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CHILE 


EDITORIAL CALLS FOR CLARIFICATLON OF ‘POLITICAL RECESS’ 
Santiago LA TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 13 Sep 79 p 3 


[Text] In his recent message to the nation, President of the Republic 
Gen Augusto Pinochet severely criticized the sectors that week to impede 
the plan to develop the new institutionality which is now in motion. In 
his speech he warned, "From this perspective, the political recess takes 
on new strength and is completely in force. Those who put themselves 
outside of it must take the consequences." 


When the military government took power, it immediately declared the need 
for a political silence to aid the task of national reconstruction, 
especially in reestablishing unity in the Chilean family. 


However, as the entire country knows, this silence or recess has been 
broken many times, by sectors of the government as well as the opposition. 
It would be a lie to say otherwise. 


Nevertheless, in this case no one can say that the ru’ » are clearly being 
broken, because no rules exist. There is no clear detinition of what a 
political recess is, what acts or statements are expressly forbidden, and 
which are tolerated, and what activities can be carried on without running 
afoul of official provisions. 


The lack of clear rules for a political recess aid the irregularities the 
country is now witnessing; in officialist sectors as well as in the oppo- 
sition meetings are held, statements made, in short, clearly demonstrating 
that the term recess is more an idea that a reality. 


If there is going to be a recess, and if, in the words of the head of state, 
it is going to gain renewed strength and be completely in force, it is 

vital to establish rules for it. Thus no sector, wherever it lies on the 
ideological spectrum, could say it was unaware of them. When it broke 

them, it would know it was violating the law and would have to answer for it. 


Making the determination we are suggesting would make the wish of the 
chief executive a reality: "We are trying to find out how to develop 
political power with the greateast citizen participation, but without 
repeating past experiences." 


The patriotic task, far from making ideological compromises, will allow 
the realization of the new officialist era that has been proclaimed as 
"the government of national modernization." 
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CHILE 


JUNTA SAID TO TRY TO MAKE ALL ITS ACTS SEEM TRIUMPHS 
Santiago HOY in Spanish 19 Sep 79 p 5 
/"The Director's Column" by Emilio Filippi: "The Successes of Triumphalism"/ 


/Text/ Ome characteristic of the present regime is its effort to make all 
its actions seem to be triumphs. Even those that, to the rest of the people 
of Chile, appear to be serious mistakes are considered unquestioned successes 
by the spokesmen of officialism. And if anyone worries them a bit with 
clearer evidence, they look around for someone to blame to blunt the attacks. 
We get the impression that even the mistakes are considered auspicious and 
representative of a whole benevolent program to achieve bad results in the 
present with the intent of achieving success in the long run. 


For 6 years, for example, they have been telling us that the main goal of 
the economic policy was to achieve stability, which, once achieved, would 
encourage development. One of the methods would be to reduce inflation 
almost to zero. If in order to reach this higher goal it were necessary to 
pay a social cost, it was said, it would be worth it, because in the long 
run it would be a greater benefit, and the workers would benefit the most. 


The main social cost has bcen unemployment, the average of which historically 
was more than 8 percent, but which in the last 6 years has officially been 

15 percent, not counting the disguised unemployment and the minimum employ- 
ment plan. When they are included the percentage is considerably higher. 


After 6 years, inflation is not yet eradicated and unemployment has become 
an endemic disease. 


If it were only a matter of cold impersonal figures, it would not be worthwhile 
bothering to analyze the deficiencies of the present program. But these 
figures affect the whole country, and especially large sectors of the lower 

and middle classes. Therefore, the matter goes beyond the statistical and 
simply technical sphere, and extends into that of human sensitivity. 


Without being an economist, the attentive observer could, with reason, argue 
that if it were necessary to reduce the buying power of the working people 
of the country in order to reduce inflation, why does inflation ebb and flow, 
and not seem to be disappearing while unemployment remains at such very 

high levels? 








Certainly there would be wise explanations, and those who dared to ask 
questions would be dismissed as unqualified. The inquisitive ones would 
be called “gasfitters,” and unforeseen factors or factors beyond the 
management of the economic team would be mentioned as the causes of the 
accusing figure. But the truth is that the thing does not vork, something 
is wrong, and those who are sacrificing the most to the rigors of a model 
which in fact makes the rich richer and the poor poorer are responsible. 


lwere are probably profound reasons for keeping the present plan and not 
trying another, above all if one recalls its connection with the political 
model. This explains, if not justifies, the coolness in approaching the 
subject in executive circles. What cannot be justified is that they are 
attempting to discredit reality with specious arguments. Because it is 
unacceptable to attempt to justify the model by pointing out that the 
unemployed increased their income last year thanks to what was earned by 
their relatives. Carrying mendacity and the institution of the “close 
relative” to the level of “triumphs” is sarcasm, comparable only to the 
wonderful theory that unemployment statistics may be politically inflated, 
that is, that for partisan reasons and in order to put the government in an 
unfavorable light, people might say they are unemployed in the polls but 
actually have jobs. 


Turning the most serious problems into triumphs is laudable. It is a shame 
that it is nothing more than a publicity stunt without a basis in fact. 
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CHILE 


PRESIDENT'S RECENTLY ANNOUNCED SOCIAL PLAN BACKED 
Santiago LA TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 12 Sep 79 p 3 
[Editorial: “Social Plan") 


[Text] One of the most important announcements in the president's 
message is that the government will put a plan for social coorJination 
into effect. It will be managed by an organization called the Social 
Council, which will be made up of the ministers of interior, finance, 
labor, education, health, and justice, with the full-time cooperation 
of the National Planning Office and the Advisory Council. 


The plan will try to perfect the exact distribution of social spending, 
making sure that it is going toward the most profitable and urgent prob- 
jects, which will yield the greatest benefits for the community, 
especially the most disadvantaged sectors. 


There will also be a social emergency fund, to be created through govern- 
ment and private contributions. 


Although the plen is presented as a coordination program, it is undoubtedly 
an important prima.y official response to the real clamor the public has 
raised for some time over the high social cost of the recovery process. 


All the citizens, the workers, have contributed their best with patrio- 
tism, discipline, and effort for the last 6 years. The encouraging 
results that have been achieved, as President Pinochet pointed out, will 
permit us to leave behind the chaos the country has suffered since 

ll September 1973. 


Nevertheless, the people have given much more than just their own strength 
in this effort. While it is true that support systems have been estab- 
lished for the poorest, in practice, especially because of the high rate 
of unemployment, their objectives have not been fully realized. 


So it seems fair to attempt a better solution to the situation. The ope- 
ration of the Social Council is directed toward this goal, and the public 
understands this. The fact that it is a single organization guarantees 
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that the funds the treasury earmarks for such tasks will be used to the 
best possible advantage. 


The creation of a social emergency fund is also likely. Although its goals 
were not revealed precisely, its wording implies that its resources will 

be for those sectors, groups, and families that are in the worst positions, 
unable to help themselves or to raise their voices in protest. 


In providing measures to help the poorest people, the President of the 
Republic is in fact acting in accordance with his announced intention of 
being the spokesman for those who have no voice. 
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FRANCISCO BULNES OFFERS VIEWS ON DRAFT CONSTITUTION 
Santiago COSAS in Spanish 21 Jun 79 pp 12-14 


{Interview with Francisco Bulnes Sanfuentes by Raquel Correa; date and 
Place not given/ 


[Text] There is no question that his is one of the best names created by 
the renown Chilean genius. Because Francisco Bulnes Sanfuentes truly looks 
like a marquis. It is not only his appearance--he is tall, youthful, good 
looking--but his behavior as well. It does not bother him to be called a 
marquis. What is more, he likes its 


“That nickname made me a household word. For better or for worse, I was 
the only ‘marquis’ in Chile. Even in political statements, my colleagues 
always referred to me as ‘Marquis Bulnes.'” 


He has led a public life--deputy from Colchagua from 1945 to 1953; he 
joined the Senate in 1953 (representing O'Higgins and Colchagua first and 
later Nuble, Concepcion and Arauco). He was Senate president at the time 
of the military coup. His congressional career spanned 28 years, but his 
services continued after congress was closed. He was ambassadcr to Lima 
until Peru abruptly declared him “persona non grata.” He was recently 
appointed advisor to the Foreign Relations Ministry. 


Presidential Blood 


After such a long political career, it is difficult not to call him senator 
or ambassador and difficult to address him as Don Francisco. It was even 
harder to get to interview him. Once the interview was arranged, however, 
it turned out to be long, pleasant, controversial at times and he was 
always willing to answer any questions. 


Life has been good to him. He has six children whom he adores and 17 
grandchildren (including triplets) on whom he dotes. He also does not 

hide his reserved love for his wife, Eliza Ripamonti--a beautiful woman 
(she was once a beauty queen) who although somewhat shy could be a marquise. 
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He received his law degree when he was only 22. He studied, as was to be 
expected, at Catholic University and one year at the “U" “as an experi- 
ment becuase I was interested in the political battles.” Because above 
all Francisco Bulnes Sanfuentes is a politician by nature. It is not in 
vain that if not blue blood at least presidential blood runs through his 
veins. 


“On my grandfather Sanfuentes side, my great-grandfather Bulnes and ay 
great, great grandfather Francisco Antonio Pinto’s side. I am also a 
descendent of Mateo de Toro y Zambrano, a member of the first government 
junta.” 


And if this were not enough, he is also related to Presidents Anibal Pinto 
and Joaquin Prieto. 


(Quest ion/ Having a political vocation and with so much presidential blood, 
why haven't you ever run for the presidency? There are those who maintain 
that your name has worked against you... 


/Answer/ I think that it is the fact that I am a conservative. The name 
{s not so important. Chileans like historical names, especially if they 
are associated with some struggle. 


/Question/ Well then? 


/Answer/ I never had presidential ambitions. I grew up in an atmosphere 
which had instilled in my mother my Grandfather Sanfuentes’ political 
responsibility. I was born in 1917 and he completed his term in 1920. I 
became aware that La Moneda is a “house of great suffering,” but if 
circumstances had demanded I would have made the sacrifice. I am like the 
Boy Scouts: always ready to make a sacrifice in the public interest. 


He reiterates that he has no desire to be president. In the future? That 
is the furthest thing from his mind. He recalls his entrance into politics. 
His fiery childhocd speeches “since I reached the age of reason.” His 
first speech at the Molina Theater and the birth of his title of nobility: 


/Answer/ I had recentiy been elected President of the Conservative Party 
when by-elections were held for Santiago's First District. Gustavo 
Monkeberg was our--conservatives, liberals and radicale-<-candidate. The 
other candidates were Bernardo Leighton and Sergio Recaberren for the FRAP 
{Popular Action Revolutionary Front/. Recabarren did not like one of my 
speeches and he launched a diatribe against me and my family over the radio. 
Among other things he said that “I looked Tike a vain marquis.” I asked 
him to excise my appearance and to understand that not everyone could look 
like a gorilla like he did. Since that time Topaze’s caricature of me have 
always shown me with a powdered wig and him looking like a gorilla. 
CLARIN used the caricature later. 
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While his recollections are many--an entire segment of history--his present 
story is not less interesting. Particularly the incident at the Embassy 


in Peru. 


Persona Non Grata 


fpmvetiogy What pleco dees yur extecestoedhip So Sous Rare Ss aay aay 
fe of public service? 


It is a subject he has refused to discuss publicly since his return to 
Chile. He repliess 


/Answer] An important one. I went with a very sincere purpose, one which 
developed throughout my life: to attempt to bring about a rapprochement 
between Chile and Peru. I left in May of 1976. 1 dedicated myself to 

that task wholeheartedly. I have never dedicated my efforts to a mission 

so completely. Since it involved a border country it was an enormous 

task. I found that there was a willingness in important Peruvian circles: 
with Foreign Minister de la Puente, at the top level of the Foreign Ministry. 
In general there was a willingness. 





(Quest ion/ Why did your efforts fail when you dedicated so much to thet? 


nswer/ Because Chileans who were not under my jurisdiction committed an 
ndiscreet act which I condemn but which can be explained emong bordering 
nations. 


(Question] What kind of timely information did you have about those 
activities which you call “indiscreet” and which Peru called espionage? 


Answer] I had no part of it. They were indiscreet acts which were given 
the wrong interpretation. 


(Quest ion/ Your limited remarks on your return to Chile gave the impression 
that you were upset with Chilean government officials, especially with the 
Foreign Ministry which did not think the matter was of great importance... 


/Answer/ I hold nothing against the government over that incident. But 
[ would like to make it clear that I had no part in it, that I did not 
know about the activities. I learned about the steps that were taken in 
the press and I feel that they were excessive: The Chilean ambassador 
was declared persona non grata and Peru recalled its ambassador to Chile. 
I only hope that once the centenial of the war of 1879 is over Peru will 
regain its serenity and good judgment. 


/Question/ As a result of your unexpected return, you ran into housing 
problems since your house was rented. What assets does Francisco Bulnes 
have? 
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/Answer/ I rented my home because I was not to return until 1979. I own 
that house, an apartment I bought so that I would have a place to live, 

a parking place for my car and this office which belongs to my sons who 

are attorneys and their partners. I own a share in this office. 


/Questions/ Do you own any land? 


/Answer/ No. My father owned a farm in Panquehue. Since I am from a 
family of seven, what we inherited--the remainder of an expropriated farm-- 
we sold. 


Legislative Vocaticn 


/Question/ After alnost 28 years in Congress do you miss legislative and 
political activity? 


/Answer/ Not political activity, believe me. The legislative aspect, yes. 
I have the vocation of a legislator. The best time I spent in Congress 
was working on the committees. The topics were interesting and the 
committees were composed of good members. 


/Question/ And does a politician par excellance like you miss political 
activities? 


/Answer/ Not political activity. But I will be concerned about politics 
until I die. 


/Question/ What do you feel when you pass the National Congress? 


/Answer/ Perhaps the feeling of going past a house where one has lived. 
It is not a very strong feeling. 


{Question/ Have you been inside the building since 11 September 19737? 


/Answer/ Yes. Before I was appointed ambassador I went to the Justice 
Ministry which has set up offices there...I believe that the National 
Congress had to be kept closed. It hurt me to return. Only the committee 
that is preparing a new constitution should be working there. But it 
hurt to find a ministry there. 


/Question/ What does the National Congress symbolize for you? 


/Answer/ Democracy and pluralism. I have not renounced my position a» a 
congressman. I consider it an honor to have served in the senat.e for over 
20 years...I believe that the Chilean Congress contained the defects of 
the people and the times. By comparison, I believe that it was of high 
quality. 


Muestion] When you say that it was necessary to close congress are you 


say. that you agree with its closure, that legislative power should end 
and that it should go to the government junta? 
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/knswer/ I believe that it was necessary to close it at that time, yes. 
Just as I do not renounce my political background, I believe that the 
military government was an absolute necessity. The government created a 
crisis and a military government was necessary to provide an interim period 
to rebuild the country. 


[Question] Would you have preferred a constitutional solution or did you 
agree with the military coup? 


[a nswer/ I would have preferred a constitutional solution, but that was 
impossible. The Marxists were not about to return the country to anyone. 
It was becoming rigid just like all communist regimes. 


30 Years of Recollections 


[Question] What recollections do you have of former President Allende after 
having spent so much time with him in congress? 


/Answer/ I do not like to judge people. We were colleagues for 17 years. 
We had a good relationship but we were not close friends. 


/Question/ Do you belicve that Allende was a democrat? 


/Auswer/ I believe that Allende was two people in one. He was highly 
contradictory. 


/Quest ion/ Did he deserve to die? 


fAnswer/ I would have preferred a different ending. But at that point in 
time, he did deserve to be overthrown. 


(Quest ion/ Do you ever feel that he was betrayed by his own supporters? 


/Answer/ He was sO contradictory. Altamirano was responsible for the 
extreme position taken by the government and which Allende did not want, 
but it was Allende who was responsible for having Altamirano and not 
Aniceto Rodriguez selected Socialist Party president. Allende betrayed 
himself. 


Question] Which political adversaries do you remember with sympathy and 
against whom do you harbor ill-will? 


/Answer/ In politics I dwell very little on personalities. I remember 
with pleasure those whom I felt were sincere. For example, Raul Ampuero 
because of his extraordinary capacity and honesty in expressing his ideas 
without being demagogic and because his style of living coincided with 

nis beliefs. As for the second part of the question, I harbor no ill-will 
towards anyone. I will only mention communist Senator Jorge Montes. He 
was a well of hatred, 
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Government Legality 
[Question/ How do you feel about the recess? 


/Answet] Personally, it suits me, Publicly, I feel that it was necessary. 
{ do not know if such a long political recess is appropriate at this time. 
I would like to see concern with public matters revitalized. To prevent 
the expression of any opinion is to keep one's head buried in the sand. It 
is not a matter of excessive freedom of the press which is incompatible 
with a military regime. I feel that the middle position that has been 
reached is fine. Public opinion is not as sleepy as some believe. 


/Question/ What do you think about the regime's legality? 


[Answer/ That it is legitimate. The country needed a military government 
and given the nature of military regimes, this one has acted in the best 
possible manner. I view it as being legal. It is legitimate in its origin 
and its operations although it is a de facto regime because it was not 
legally composed. 


/Question/ From a constitutional viewpoint, can a de facto regime be made 
legal? 


/Answer/ Yes, through the proper exercise of power and by national consensus. 
A government can have legal origins like Allende and become illegal and 

vice versa. I am convinced that if the Chilean people--through secret 
ballot--were asked if they would like to return to civilian rule a majority 
would say no. For a military government, it has been exemplary. 

/Question/ What do you mean by that? 


/Answer/ That since it has full power...compare it with what the majority 
of Latin American regimes have been like. 


/Question/ Why did you agree to represent a government which you consider 
to be de facto? 


/Answer/ Because I consider it to be de facto but legitimate. 

Vision of the Future 

/Question/ How would you define the political situation in Chile now? 
fAnswer/ It is a very important phase of reconstruction, of great 
importance for the future. Although far from perfect, it is the best that 


can be expected under the circumstances. 


[Quest ion/ What changes would you suggest? 
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/Answer/ I feel that we are approaching a phase where the government should 
pay special attention to integration so that we can move towards true 
democracy and not towards an arena of fighting cocks. 


/Question/ Do you feel that it is moving towards that, towards true 
democracy? 


/Answer/ I believe so, that that is the armed forces intention. 
/Question/ How do you view the future? 


/Answet] The wheel of fortune is never set...It is difficult to make 
predictions for periods of time. I believe that the regime will end with 

a healthy economy, with a worthy social situation--better than the preceding 
one--and with very valuable experience to help prevent a repeat of the 
extremes of political passion that existed before. I believe that extremist 
positions will lose ground in Chile. 


/Question/ Do you agree with the political ban imposed on certain groups 
by the draft constitution? 


/Answer/ Yes, but I would not go so far as to say that they should be 
excluded permanently from civic and congressional activity. From the 
standpoint of defending democracy it is better to have the enemy in sight 
than forcing it to infiltrate other parties. 


/Q uestion/ To what extent was your party, the National Party, responsible 
for the breakdown of democracy? 


/Answer/ It had nothing to do with it. My conscience is clear. The 
National Party provided a great service to the country. Initially it 
fought by itself. Later, it was joined by other democratic forces. 


/Question/ What kind of government do you see for Chile in the future? 
Centrist, rightist or leftist? 


/Answer/ In my opinion it will be less concerned with doctrine and more 
pragmatic, There will be greater respect for efficiency and less for 
ideological declarations. 


{Question/ What is your definition of democracy Mr. Bulnes? 


/Answer/ A system in which the citizens do not necessarily elect all public 
officials and in which certain rights are guaranteed by the constitution 
and neither the law nor the chief executive canviolate them. But political 
institutions are not sufficient by themselves. A democratic spirit is 
necessary as is respect by the majority for the minority and vice versa. 
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The Politicians 


/Question/ In the past few years the political parties have frequently 

been taken to task and their leaders are called “displaced persons,” 
“power hungry,” “petty politicians” and so forth. As an activie politician 
how do you react when you hear these epithets? 


/Answer] I would prefer that they not be used and I feel that they are the 
result of efforts to win over public opinion. Personally, I feel that it 
is unjust. Just as there were politicians who deserve to be criticized, 


there were others who fought for their ideas with integrity, loyalty and 
with a sense of patriotism. 


(Question/ Would you say that the present government officials are 
politicians? 


/Answer/ In my opinion, the current government officials are politicians. 
They are carrying out important political work and whoever carries out 
very important political work is a politician. If I were to start 
practicing golf tomorrow, then I would be a golfer. That is very clear. 


/Question/ Can true democracy exist without political parties? 


[Answer] No. I know of no other way to express the will of the people in 
an organized manner. Political partier are a natural society. It is only 
natural that people who think alike band together for political action. 

It is necessary to have well-organized and regulated political parties. 

If an effort is made to suppress them, they will exist unofficially and 
that is more dangerous and disruptive. 


/Question/ Do you agree with those who are calling for the opening of the 
electoral rolls? 


/Answer/ There would have to be electoral rolls, but I do not feel that 
they are urgently needed at this time. Of course, at the right time they 
have to exist unless there is a better system. I do not know of any. 


/Question/ Why aren't you a member of the State Council? 


{Answer/ Because I haven't been appointed and because I do not have any 
of the . qualifications that those already on the council possess. 


/Question/ And why weren't you named to the Constituent Commission? As 

an expert on constitutional affairs, as the former president of the Senate’s 
constitutional commission, as an attorney and as a rightist you could have 
been appointed. Isn't that so? 


/Answer/ Yes, I believe that I could have been useful on that commission, 


but I don’t know whether I would have accepted that assignment. I believe 
that that task is premature. 
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The National Party Today 
/Question/ What is the National Party today and what does it do? 


/Answer/ The National Party does not exist today and, therefore, it does 
not do anything. 


(Question/ Hugo Zepeda told COSAS that the National Party even had a 
presidents Fernando Ochagavia... 


/Answer] No, Ochagavia is president of the Fernandez Concha Club, a social 
group...But we National Party supporters continue to exist. We have some 
contact and I am in favor of intensifying that contact. Not so that we 

can act in public but rather to observe, as a group, the political situation 
and to take steps for the future. 


/Question/ Do you believe that the Constituent Commission is pluralist and 
representative? 


/Answer/ It is composed of very distinguished people: men and women of the 
right. If you are asking is it representative in the true sense of the 
word, the answer is no. With respect to this, I believe that the team 
that is preparing a draft constitution must be homogenous. The important 
thing is that public debate follow. 


/Question/ Is it necessary to prepare an entirely new constitution or 
would reforming the 1925 Constitution suffice? 


/Answer/ It could have been reformed, but I do not consider that point to 
be important. It is easier to start fresh than to change something that 
already exists. 


/Question/ Do you agree with the proponents of a popularly elected 
constituent assewbly? 


/Answer]/ No and I don’t see the need for a constituent commission either. 
f*il say again that 1 do not feel that the time has come to prepare, much 
less submit to a popular vote, the constitution that will govern us under 
a civilian administration. A constitutiuon must be the result of a very 
broad consensus so that the people can identify with it. A Constituent 
Assembly or a highly representative commission are not necessary for this. 
But if there is no consensus, it will be viewed met ly as a piece of 
paper. It is necessary to have, before it is sutmitted to a popular v-re, 
a public debate that will allow all democratic sectors to express ti 
ideas. And that is not easy or feasible to do under a military regime 
that lasts for years. In addition, to approve a constitution now but not 
have it go into effect for years would put the military regime in a very 
questionable position and it could lead to disturbances. 
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Bulnes’ Misgivings 


Francisco Bulnes--who has been involved for nearly 30 years in important 
constitutional debates--is critical of and has some reservations about the 
work done by the commission which studied the draft constitution. He gave 
COSAS an exclusive on these views. In short, he feels that the Ortuzar 
Commission draft “is a very valuable judicial and political piece. It 
contains innumerable positive aspects and it is an excellent basis for 
discussion but it is not a definitive piece and it needs major revision." 


Since he returned from Lima, Bulnes has been studying the bill with a 
group that has remained anonymous until nows the Corporation for Contem- 
porary Studies. He summarizes his misgivings: 


--Although I am a supporter of a strong executive, I believe that the bill 
extends presidential authority far beyond the limits recommended by good 
constitutional doctrine and our nation's historical experience. The most 
serious aspect is that the laws will only be able to deal with those topics 
which the constitution covers in a restrictive manner and which in reality 
are very few. All of the other topics, including many of great importance 
for the individual and society, fall within the president's jurisdiction. 
The President of the Republic will then prescribe the specific laws through 
simple regulations, decrees or orders which he can change at any time. 

In plain language this means that real legislative power will reside with 
the President or better yet with those officials who prepare the various 
texts of the laws behind closed doors. The president will be unable to 
revise them in detail. Thus the legislative power of congress will be 
reduced to a minimum and this is incompatible with the principle of 
separation of power that is accepted throughout the western world. It is 
true that Chilean laws were highly restrictive, but to correct this wrong 
it is not necessary to go to the opposite extreme which is even more 
dangerous. To solve this problem those topics which will come under the 
president's legislative jurisdiction should be restricted and those 
requiring presidential initiative to produce legislation should be 
expanded. 


— agree that the president should have the power to dissolve the Chamber 
of Deputies only once during his term because permanent hostility between 
the Chief Executive and the Chamber of Deputies will make it impossible 
for the government to function. But I believe that this presidential 
authoril:y should contain a provision calling on the president to submit 
his resignation to the newly elected Chamber of Deputies because the newly 
elected deputies might be more hostile than their predecessors and thus 
ageravate even further the situation that was being avoided in the first 
place. The Chief Executive should put his post into play when he dissolves 
congress [sic]. 


--The draft includes former presidents in the make-up of the Senate. I 
feel that this is acceptable and proper. In addition it gives the 
president the power to appoint nine senators as opposed to 30 that will 




















be elected. These appointments distort the people's will expressed at the 
polls and it would call into question the senate’s pronouncements. What 
would have happened to the senate fi Allende had been able to appoint nine 
senators? 


--Ibelieve that the 8 year presidential term that has been set is excessive. 
The people do not always choose correctly and having to wait 8 years to 
correct a mistake is too long a time. In addition, because in general most 
presidents are men of advanced age, the long term could lead to their 
psychological, intellectual and physical deterioriation. In addition, 
taking into account that every 4 years all of the Chamber of Deputies and 
half of the Senate are up for relection, the president might find himself 
governing for a long period of time with inflexible congressional opposition 
which would pose a serious threat to the nation's development. 


--I believe that it is unjust and not politically appropriate to require 
a candidate for deputy to have completed high school. Completion of 
these studies in a majority of cases does not depend on the individual's 
ability but rather on the economic means of his family. What is more a 
high school education does not guarantee competence and good judgment in 
a legislator. Chile has had excellent presidents, good ministers, prominent 
congressmen (including senate presidents), prominent journalists, several 
recipients of the National Prize for Literature, innumerable businessmen 
and many directors and executives of big businesses who did not complete 
their secondary education. This provision denies access to the Chamber of 
Deputies to the entire working class and to a majority of the remainder 
of the population. 


--The draft does not allow changes in the constitution while it prohibits 
and sanctions the spread of certain political doctrines. I disagree with 
this provision. Actually, today’s generations have no right to prevent 
future generations from giving themselves the constitutional provisions 
that they might consider appropriate. On the other hand, it could be that 
in the future--either near or distant--it might be more convenient to have 
democracy*s enemies operating in the open, within the law rather than 
Clandestinely. On the subject of constitutional reforms, in certain cases 
special majorities or successive pronouncements could be required so that 
they could be revised from time to time, but it is not acceptible nor is 
it legal to prevent changes in a provision at any time. 


As tor the legislative experiment, “the Ortuzar Commission draft can and 
should be improved and it needs to be discussed publicly.” 


With respect to the State Council, Bulnes told COSAS: "It is composed of 
very distinguished people but they operate behind closed doors. They do 
not listen to anyone's opinion.” 


When asked for his general opinion on the draft, he was briefs “It is 
not the constitution that I would like to see in Chile's future.” 








AMBASSADOR TO U.S. DISCUSSES HIS TWO MISSIONS 
Santiago COSAS in Spanish 5 Jul 79 pp 12-14 


{interview with Ambassador to the United States Jose Miguel Barros by 
Raquel Correa; date not given/ 


/Text/ He is calm, restrained, intelligent and affable. He is also 
discreet, prudent, studious and well-informed, In short he is a good 
diplomat and, for good measure, he is good-looking (his name 
appeared on the much talked about list of “very handsome men"). 


He is not strident, he does not laugh loudly. “No one in my family has 
a gushing laughter,” he said. 


The Chilean Ambassador to the United States does not look his 54 years. 
“That is because I do not indulge,” he says almost apologetically. He has 
spent most of his live in the foreign service. His first assignment was 
as third secretary in the Chilean Embassy in Washington. For a year now 
he has headed this sensitive mission. In between these assignments, he 
has toured the world representing Chile, particularly on border matters 
which fascinate him. He married late, at the age of 37, to a Dutch 
citizen Elna Van Hovel tot Westerflier. Why? “Marriage and death are 
heaven-sent,” he replies. But not everything has been sent from heaven. 
He was deprived of many things while growing up. He and his four brothers 
and sisters were raised by a widowed mother. He earned a scholarship from 
Barros Arana Boarding School. He joined the Foreign Relations Ministry to 
pay for law school. However, things worked out just the opposite. He 
practiced law only during the 6 month; of his apprenticeship. Of course he 
has taught and he has worked intensively in his fields international law. 
Jose Miguel Barros remained in the foreign service. “I owe it almost 
everything that I am,” he says. 


He is very serene and composed. There is one habit which gives away the 
fact that all is not as calm as it appears: After sitting for awhile, he 
kicks his leg vigorously and rhythmically without noticing the squeaking 
chair. 

















From his entire career he chooses as his most interesting experience his 
work on the Beagle Channel issue. And as the most boring experiences, 
“those dealing with trade issues, I do not find them very interesting.” 


During his recent visit to Chile, he granted COSAS a long, exclusive 
interview at his mother’s apartment. His mother, Marta, is a woman of 
character, a trait which can be seen in her son. 


[Question/ What personal and professional satisfaction have you received from 
your 33 years of diplomatic service? 


[Question/ From a personal point of view, having been able to have a family 
a having children with whom we are very close. I have great hope for 
them as people because of their honesty, frankness and intelligence. As 

a professional, I am greatly satisfied. I started at the bottom and now 

I have attained the rank of ambassador without ever belonging to a political 
party, a masonic lodye or to any small activist group. I have never 
belonged to any group or organization. 


[Question] Why? Have you lacked the time, not had any concerns or did you 
not wish to commit yourself to anything? 


/Answer/ No. I would have always had time. If I have not joined it is 
because I have always wished to maintain my personal freedom, the 
freedom to make a decision on alternatives. It has not been out of a 
desire not to commit myself. I have committed myself many times on many 
questions. But I have made commitments after making my own analysis 
and not after receiving instructions or directives. 


(Quest ion/ What kind of commitments have you made? 


/Answer/ My commitments stem from decisions I have had to make, especially 
those related to the tasks assigned to me. I have many times disagreed 
with what Encina called “unrestrained repetition.” I have always tried 

to find the truth on my own whenever possible and, once I have done so, 

I have tried to prevail. And I believe that in some cases I have succeeded 
in producing some policy changes. 


Question] What sacrifices have you had to make because of your career? 


/Answer/ Actually, it is the children of diplomats who for the most part 
pay for the privilege of veing the children of diplomats. Their time is 
spent establishing roots and being uprooted. They lose friends. They 
change schools, languages and many times they have no roots anywhere at 
all. To avoid this danger, he maintains a thoroughly Chilean lifestyle 
for his four children--two are Chilean, two are Dutch. At home, where- 
ever that may be, he always speaks Spanish. He even talks to Elna in 
Spanish although he courted her in English and French. 











The Beagle Channel Issue 


Ambassador Barros was called upon by President Pinochet to examine relations 
between the governments of the United States and Chile. At the same time 
and hours after this interview, he left for Geneva to advise and assist 

the Chilean delegation that will attend the papal’s mediation efforts on 
the Beagle Channel. 


/Question] What is your opinion about the Pope's mediation efforts in 
the Chilean-Argentine border dispute? 


/Answer/ First, in my opinion the Pope's intervention had a great deal to 
do with preventing armed conflict. From that point of view, the Holy See's 
gesture has had an effect. Second, there is no question in my mind that 
there was agreement on mediation because given the circumstances of the 
time it was the best way to face the difficulties that had arisen. But 
that, of course, is a political decision that the nation's authorities 
made in keeping with the constitution. 


/Question/ As a man of law, wouldn't you have preferred the judicial route, 
appealing to the International Court” 


/Answer/ Mediation is also a judicial route, but its characteristics are 
different from arbitration, of course. And I must add that no judicial 
route has been excluded yet. The important thing is that mediation is 
underway at this time, that the Chilean and Argentine governments have 
agreed to it and that we have to make a constructive effort so that 
mediation will be successful, without abandoning Chilean rights. 


/Q uestion/ Don't you think that it will be difficult to reach an agreement 
the positions are not abandoned...? 


/Answer/ No. Diplomacy requires imagination. A way must be found to 
satisfy the law while at the same time giving fair consideration to the 
conflicting positions. It is always possible to find a compromise formula 
when the parties involved are determined to adhere to their respective 
rights. If either party persists in maintaining positions that are 
contrary to the law, mediation will fail. The mediator will have to play 
a part so that justice ari the law will prevail. 


/Question’ Last December you told COSAS that “Chile won the fight legally. 
Chile is right.” Many Chileans are asking themselves “If this is so, 
why don't we defend our right as we should?” 


/Answer/ There is an error in that question because it is based on the 
assumption that Chile is not defending its right. The truth is that Chile 
continues to defend it. I know of no one in Chile who says that we 
should divorce ourselves from the results of that fight. I know of no one 
who is involved in this issue who believes that we should ignore the 
arbitration ruling. On the contrary. Everyone I have spoken with 











maintains a basic position: complete respect for Her Majesty's 1977 
decision. The problem lies in the fact that beyond the issues settled 

by the ruling, beyond the “hammer zone,” there are situations that are 
giving rise to difficult problems in accordance with modern law. Maritime 
limits, for example. 


[Quest ion/ Does that mean that no one is willing to cede territory but 
they are willing to negotiate maritime limits? 


/Answer] 1 do not like the wrd “cession.” What I will say is that there 
are things that the ruling has already settled. And on that point I know 
of no one who has ever given any thought to cession. Now there are aspects 
that go beyond the ruling and it is possible to discuss these for the 
purpose of demarcation. 


If Argentina does not Cede... 


Quest ton/ A prolongued period of talks has preceded mediation efforts. 
During this time both nations have maintained their positions. Argentina 
refuses to recognize the ruling and, therefore, wants to revise the entire 
thing... 


Answer] That is why I have just said that if one party persists in going 
against the law our efforts can fail. However, I find it hard to believe 
that there is no formula that will satisfy just legal positions, 
particularly in the field of modern maritime law where there are no absolute 
mathematical rules. That is Chile’s position. Argentina tried to 


conquer the islands, but that was contrary to the 1977 ruling and against 
the 1881 Treaty. 


uestion/ Has Argentina changed its position? 

/Answer/ I have not negotiated with the Argentines nor have I had contact 
with them. I have no way of Knowing this, but I am certain that if 
efforts against the 1881 Treaty persiet we will again reach an impasse. 
That is my personal opinion. 

(Quest ion/ Why is the Strait of Magessar tcluded in the Tepual Treaty? 


I have asked several officials about this without receiving a satisfactory 
answer. 


[Answer/ I don’t mind answering. It depends on what you ask me, 
Question] Why is the eastern mouth of the Scrait of Magellan included in 
the treaty signed by the presidents of Chile and Argentina since the Strait 
has always belong to Chile? 


[Answer] No one has ever doubted that. 
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(Question) What has changed then? 
[Answer] Legally, nothing. 
(Questioa] And why is the strait included in the treaty? 


fAnswer] For a very simple reason. The Tepual Treaty attempted to solve 
Several different problems that had arisen. The problem is that a situation 
has arisen at the eastern mouth of the strait which the 1881 Treaty does 
not expressly solve. The problem is who owns the waters adjacent to the 
eastern mouth of the strait. Not inside the strait, because the strait 
belongs to Chile, but outside the strait. There is a problem there that 
needs to be solved. Problems between neighboring countries should not 
continue unsolved indefinitely, but rather continuing efforts should be 
made to solve them legally. The Strait of Magellan is not in dispute. 
It belongs to us because we own its banks. The only problem is how to 
define the legal structure beyond the eastern mouth of the strait in 
keeping with modern maritime law. 


ue st ion/ Returning to the problem at issue, we ask ourselves: If 

reentina did not respect the decision, what hope is there that she will 
accept the recommendations growing out of mediation since they are not 
binding? 


/Answer/ 1 am a Catholic. I have always believed in the repentence of 
sinners... 


(Guesticg/ If Cardinal Samore’s recommendations are damaging to Chile’s 
emitimate interests, should our country accept them anyway? 


/Anewetr/ Such a hypothetical question cannot be answered, I trust that 
Cardinal Samore and the other Vatican representatives will not harm 
Chile's legitimate rights as well as Argentina’s legitimate rights. 


(Question) Fatherland and Sovereignty Committee President Hugo Zepeda 
ia COSAS that he was not disposed to losing even a piece of an island 
or, in more general terms, the senseless ani unwarranted desertion of the 
territorities we won in 1881. 


Mutual Tolerance 


/Question] First, the United States recalled its envoy so that it could 
eXamine relations between the two nations. Then you were recalled. Do 
you feel that there is a balance between the two situations? 


/Answer/ I do not believe that a balance can exist between two countries 
whose power and influence are so different. Wo one has thought of this 
as a balance. The government of Chile thought it advisable to call me 
and they did so without any threats--which would have been absurd--or 
Without any desire to have it viewed as a countermove. 











[Question/ If not as a countermove, could it be viewed as strategy? 


/Answer/ All decisions have objectives implicit in them. If you want to 
call it strategy, you may do so, but the fact that I was called home was 
dictated by the need and advisability of my being here. 


(Guest ion)ana during your talks here, did you receive specific instructions 
the Chilean Government? Did you make any suggestions to the govern- 
ment about achieving certain aims? 


/Answer] Any review tends to make relations between two countries more 
elficient. There was an exchange of suggestions, ideas, analyses. As for 
the instructions themselves, they cannot be revealed because of their 
nature. The objective is to improve relations based on mutual respect, on 
tolerance for national institutions and on each nation's sovereignty. 


(Quest ion/ On the subject of tolerance, do you think that it was intelligent 
and appropriate for there to be massive criticism in Chile of the U.S. 
judicial system stemming from the Letelier case? 


/Answer/ I am not aware of such massive criticism... 


/Question/ There have been statements from pubiic officials, from interested 
parties and the press, radio and television have publicized innmuwrerable 
comments on this case. Chilean public opinion has a horrible view of 

U.S. justice which it did not obtain from books on international law... 


[Answer] The only reply that I can give is that my position on mutual 
respect for institutions implies my respect for the U.S. judicial system. 
Each country forms its own system of justice. The United States has 
established its own system within the Anglo-Saxon concept and in the 
particular criminal case that you are .ceferring to the case was heard 
before a jury. The jury system, looked at from the viewpoint of professional 
justice, might deserve some criticism, but it has some characteristics 
that provide some advantages. In other words, a few citizens who are not 
experts on law judge a given situation. Like anyone else, they are likely 
to make mistakes, but they are not thinking atout the legal aspects but 
rather about justice, the ambassador said emphasizing the last two words. 


(Question) The U.S. attorney on the case told COSAS that the U.S. jury 
system is to justice what free elections are to democracy. 


Answer] That phrase is too complicated for me, he says reticently. 
[Que st ion/ According to information we received in Chile, you met with 
an estimated 50 U.S. congressional representatives following the first 


instance ruling on the extradition request... 


{Answer] It was a meeting with approximately 50 high-level congressional 
of ficiale--certain congressional aides, committee secretaries and othere. 
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Of course, I have also met with some congressmen. The Embassy has permanent 
contact with Congress because in the United States the Congress has taken 

a greater interest in international politics. Congressmen are looking for 
information from outside government channels. I believe that keeping the 
U.S. congress informed is part of my task. 


[Question] What did you discuss at a meeting you held with U.S. congressional 
representatives following Judge BorqueZ ruling? 


/Answer/ At that meeting with top congressional representatives, I 
discussed the Letelier case, explaining the Chilean Government's stand 

on the matter which it took on 21 September 1976, the day of the incident. 
At that time our Embassy sent a note to the State Department condemning 
the crime and asking for the fullest possible investigation aimed at 
finding those responsible. From that chronological starting point, I 
pointed out that throughout the nearly 3 years that have passed, the 
Government of Chile has cooperated to the fullest extent possible with the 
U.S. investigation as a means of finding the truth. We then discussed the 
provisions of the Bilateral Extradition Treaty and the meaning of the first 
instance rulirg because international press reports emphasized the negative 
Side of the extraditicn request and not another aspect which is also 
important to the ruling: That all records of the case should be turned 
over to a military court so that it could investigate the involvement of 
the accused. 


(Quest ion/ But Minister Borquez’ decision was not final... 


/Answer/ Nor was the denial of the extradition request. As long as there 
could be an appeal or inquiry, nothing was final. 





Crime and Punishment 


/Question] Looking at it from your viewpoint as Chilean Ambassador to 
Washington, on appeal what decision do you think would be bests grantireg 
or denying the U.S. extradition request? 


[Answer] I cannot answer a — coucned in those terms. But if you 

will allow me to digress 2 bit I would say that the important thing is not 
to satisfy the United States or Cinlean public opinion. The important 

thing is to see justice done. Therefore, my answer could not be based on 
what would be best or what would be worse, instead it would be based on a 
desire for learning the truth and eventually to see that those responsible 
are punished within the law. That is a task for the courts not diplomacy. 


{Question/ You don't believe that the guilty parties have already been 
punished? That the guilty ones are Michael Townley and the three Cubans 
who were tired and condemned in the District of Columbia. 


{Answer/ The U.S. courts have determined that the Cubans and Townley were 
guilty. And it was proper for them to do so since the crime was committed 
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in the United States. However, whether that means tnat all of the guilty 
parties have been punished or not is very difficult to say be ause among 
other things there are two Cubans that are fugitives from justice and, 
therefore, have not been tried. 


[Question/ The Letelier case must make your job as ambassador very tensc.. 


/Answer/ It is quite obvious that the Chilean Embassy in Washington has 
never been a pleasure post or sinecure. It has always been a difficult 
assignment because all of Chile's economic, political, financial problems-- 
for one reason or another--have always rebounded there. When I was 
appointed ambassador I was very aware of the difficulties that might arise 
and those that existed. Among them were, obviously, the impact of the 
controvertible murder of Letelier and Mrs Moffet. Aware of these difficulties 
and of the limits placed on me as a “boundary expert,” I together with my 
wife and the Embassy staff have done everything possible to open a road of 
understanding and contact with all U.S. sectors. Attempting to clarify 
difficult situations, to explain and rectify errors is a very complex task. 


The United States‘' Motives 


/Question/ What are the reasons, Ambassador, behind U.S. efforts to clear 
up this case? Many crimes have been committed in the United States, why 
did this case take on so much importance? 


[Answer] I believe that it is up to the courts in each country to deal 

with a case like this in an effort to determine who is responsible and 

to punish the guilty. In that respect, the Letelier case--looked at from 
the viewpoint of U-©. justice--is nothing more than a criminal act committed 
in its territory. The U.S. courts are trying to clarify it and solve it. 
The identity of the victims, Letelier and a U.S. citizen must be added to 
the fact that it is a matter of a general nature. This generated a great 
deal of concern because of ics significance with respect to the activities 
of foreigners who have been politically motivated into committing acts of 
that nature. It is true that other crimes have been committed in the 

United States. The murders of John Kennedy, Martin Luther King and Bob 
Kennedy. But no one can say that the United States has not made any efforts 
to solve those ci imes. 


[Question] Do you believe that the United States has political reasons, 
that in this case it will use the case as a weapon to “punish Chile’? 


[Answer] I cannot discard the possibility that someone will try to take 
advantage of the “Letelier case” for political reasons, but I am certain 
that the action of the U.S. courts is in response to a desire to solve the 
crime and to punish the guilty parties. The Chilean courts would do the 
same if a crime were committed here. 


[Question] According to Contreras and Espinoza‘'s lawyer, Miranda 
Carrinege ton, “this trial is a show put on by the United States.” Retired 
General Contreras said the same thing. Do you agree? 
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[Answer] No. 


/Question/ What is your opinion, as an attorney and not as a diplomat, of 
the U.S. judicial system? 


/Answer/ It is not up to us to judge the various systems that each country 
uses to face the difficult task of seeing that justice is done. I respect 
the U.S. system because it is one the people have chosen for themselves. 
Finally, I feel that we should respect it because among other things within 
it lies a guarantee that they respect our judicial system. 


Question] Has the United States exerted any pressure through diplomatic 
channels so that the extradition requests are granted? 


/Answer/ None that I know of. 


{Question/ Do you feel that the United States would be satisfied if the 
indicted Chilean officers were tried here in Chile? 


/Answer/ Attorney Etcheberry himself has said that the only petition made 
by the U.S. Government is for extradition and actually--from a strictly 
formal point of view--extradition is the only motion that has been made. 
A decision on what other course of action should be taken now rests with 
the Chilean courts. It would be improper for me to comment because the 
matter is before the judges at this time. 


Kennedy's Power 


/Question/ What kind of power does Senator Kennedy have within the United 
States? 


/Answer/ Obviously, Senator Kennedy is a very important figure within his 
party and there are many who feel that he could be a presidential candidate. 
There is no question that he exerts tremendous political influence over 

his party and over U.S. voters. 


However, the ambassador adds in a deliberate and measured way, it is not 
appropriate and there is no reason to make a comparison between Kennedy’ s 
position and the position of the U.S. Government and the State Department. 
Congressmen have a great deal of freedom of action because they are not the 
government. At the same time, President Carter and the State Department 
have responsibilities that obligate them to weigh matters more carefully. 


/Question/ If Senator Kennedy were to become President of the United 
States, what would happen then to U.S.-Chilean relations? 


/Answer/ I would prefer to answer that question in 1981. 


/Question/ Would you prefer to see Carter re-elected or Kennedy elected in 
1981? Which would be better for Chile? 
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/Answer/ The first question must serve as the basis for the second. Only 
the U.S. electorate can answer it. 


/Question/ And finally, Ambassador, do you believe that the United States 
would break diplomatic relations with Chile if the extradition requests 
are denied? 


/Answer/ If I could look at the subject through a strictly judicial prism, 
my answer would be a resounding no. However, there are other factors which 
enter the picture. I reiterate that it is fundamental that justice be done 
and I have no doubt that our Supreme Court will make the correct ruling. 
Regardless of what that may be, I believe that our strongest defense lies 
in our strict adherence to treaties or laws. Or to go back to the 
beginning, there is no better shield than law at the service of truth. 
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CHILE 


COLUMNIST WRITES IN DEFENSE OF UNITED STATES 
Santiago LA TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 13 Aug 79 p 2 
{Article by Pablo Huneeus: “In Defense of the United States") 


[Text] It certainly is somewhat ridiculous to be coming out in defense 
of the most powerful nation in history, whose own defenses are capable 
of destroying all of humanity four times over in just a few hours, and 
which scarcely needs the spontaneous assistance of a poor independent 
columnist from this corner of the world. 


First of all, their businessmen exploit resources all over the world; 
even their workers have beautiful yachts; their 250 million people enjoy 
the highest imaginable standard of living; their public education is 
extraordinary, and they are doing quite well, thank you. 


But recently our mental state has been contaminated by a sort of danger- 
ous reasoning. Starting with the criticism by the current President, the 
irritation caused by the statements by some ankee unions, the indigna- 
tion over the behavior of an official chary:. with trying those who 
carried out a terrorist attack in Washington, we have begun to question 
those principles of democratic freedom that Chilean patriots--particu- 
larly the fathers of our country--have shared with the people of North 
America since before our independence. 


In a confusion of the circumstantial with the essential, we have reached 
an actual intellectual fad which deprecates the egalitarian values as 
though they were a "made in USA" gadget of doubtful use there and no mean- 
ing at all here. 


We are always hearing not only Carter here or Propper there, but that 
their institutions themselves are sterile. See how their government has 
its hands tied by a constitution and is subjected to periodic changes of 
its authorities. Notice how much time is wasted in respecting the rights 
of every individual. See how insolent that free press that publishes any 
affair and abuse committed in the name of national interest can be. How 
do they think they can win the game if they do not let their authorities 
play dirty even for a moment? The crowning touch is that they did not 
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intervene to save Somoza‘s dictatorship in Nicaragua. How shamelessly 
they behaved there! Note how they get entangled in elections, congres- 
sional debates and public trials, while the communists, like a board... 


The Totalitarian Temptation 


The danger of that way of judging a successful democracy lies in the future 
consequences because, as an old Hindu proverb says: “Our acts follow 

our thoughts like the cart the ox.” They are thus laying the moral foun- 
dations for a future totalitarian regime. 


(A distinction should be made between that and an authoritarian regime 

that arises in defense of democracy, with specific reconstructive goals, 
and of a basically temporary nature. By definition its sole interest is 
in controlling the threat, leaving everything else fiee. A totalitarian 
regime, on the other hand, aims to be permanent, has an enveloping ideo- 
logical nature, and is inclined to control any show of life in society.) 


Now the United States, more than merely a government, a territory or a 
race, is an idea: that a people has the right to govern itself. 


It was that simple. 


What was not at all simple wes putting that idea into practice 203 years 
ago, when the decision was made to declare independence from the British 
empire. It was the era of totalitarian monarchies with the apostolic 
blessing; of a society divided between nobles and commoners; of court 
luxuries paid for by everyone's taxes; and by the absence of rights 
against the abuses of the royal family and its lackies. 


Equality 


Then some colonists from the other side of the Atlantic took up arms to 
fight for such utopian ideals as individual freedom, the right to self- 
government, equality for all, religious and ideological tolerance, and 
"No taxation without representation.” 


Lowly untutored commoners against sacred monarchs of refined lineage. 
But they won. 


Then came the French Revolution, and later on our independence, when 
patriots steeped in those same ideals fought against royalists who 
favored the aristocratic order. 


In the menatime, the nation that began democracy in modern times began 
developing its idea until it evolved into that continent which is so hard 
to understand because of its diversity. There are 52 states [and terri- 
tories] with different povernments, laws, and congresses; an infinity of 
races with different ‘anguages, religions, and custome: and an eternity 
of territories with various climates, styles, and paces. 


54 











Nevertheless, that great variety has a spinal coad, whichis respect 
for the individual and therefore the same rights and opportunities for 
all. 


While it has takenover 200 years to try to organize a society in which 
no one has the right tc lord it over anyone else, they themselves criti- 
cize it all the time, trying, basically, to perfect it. 


Since they are always exposing their problems to public scrutiny, it is 
easy to believe that it is corrupt. Using the same arguments that are 
used today to condemn their system, many in the last two centuries have 
underestimated their strength. (Hitler himself maintained that a coun- 
try with such a weak government was lost, and when President Roosevelt 
died he thought the war was won, forgetting--like a good tyrant--that 
only weak peoples produce strong governments.) 


While it has twice won wars against oligarchic movements that encouraged 
privileges for a few, such as racism and fascism, the supremacy of an 
idea is not measured in military terms, but rather in terms of conviction. 
And there is the testimony of the over 300,000 persons who emigrate to 
the United States every year. 


It should count for something. 

Egalitarian principles deserve a great deal of criticism, and there is a 
great temptation to handle everything from above, especially when appeals 
for participation cause a short-term loss of ground. But those basic 
principles that sustain the United States in the long run give it greater 


dynamism. 


Otherwise, what is the alternative? Russia? Haiti? Paraguay? 
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CHILE 


"EL MERCURIO’ SUPPORTS GOVERNMENT'S MODERNIZATION STAGE 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 12 Sep 79 p A3 
[Editorial: “Modernization Stage”"] 


[Text] The President of the Republic's statement to the nation yesterday 
marks a new stage for the government. 


Analysis of the program is phrased in predominantly political language. 
It recalls the outstanding successes in various areas and supports them 
with a few clinching figures. It takes into consideration the objections 
that have been voiced against the regime, but the rebuttals are made with 
convincing calmness. The social aspect is especially stressed, both the 
work now being done and that planned for the future, including a Social 
Council made up of several ministers. 


The style of the message is in tune with the mental outlook of the public. 
The thinking citizens no longer are satisfied by simplistic outlines and 
too-often-repeated slogans. Information becomes necessary as well as 
declarations of the reasons or causes for what is being solved. The 
speech, in analyzing foreign policy and explaining institutionality as 

a body containing all the rules for political, social, and economic co- 
existence, leads the people into consideration of the basic problems 

and makes them aware of the difficulties of the regime's work and also 
gives an idea of its dimensions. 


The presidential message strongly stresses freedom. "We are far from 
denying the worth of political freedom," his excellency stated. "“Gradu- 
ally and without haste,” he continued, “we are moving toward putting it 
fully into effect, but we will never permit the most basic freedoms of 

man to be infringed or curtailed in its name, as occurred progressively 

in Chile until 1973, with increasing restrictions on economic educational, 
work, union, welfare, or health freedoms....” 


The affirmation of personal freedom, including economic freedom, does 
not mean that the latter will be the reason or basis for political free- 
dom. The government is concerned that the right to vote and the right 











to be popularly elected not be placed at the service of proposals that 
smother the personal freedom of every Chilean man and woman. Political 
freedom will come in its time, not as a by-product of economic freedos, 
but as the result of a whole institutionality and effective participa- 
tion by citizens in all those matters of vital interest to thes. 


His excellency characterized the cw stage as modernization. The job 

of reconstructing the country, chat is, overcoming the effects of the 
catastrophe of the Marxist government, is not nearly done. But the work 
that has been done must be consolidated, and that means at least the 
group of seven reforms that the president announced as goals or funda- 
mental tasks. The labor plan, welfare reform, the directive on educa- 
tion, the restructuring of the health systems, modernization of justice, 
full freedom of agriculture, and the reduction of the bureaucracy and 
decentralization of public administration are the major subjects that 
will consume a great part of the government's efforts in this stage. 





It is all directed toward making Chile a modern country which can develop 
its human and material capacities by means of proper use of its resources. 
The fight against extreme poverty, the improvement of health, the programs 
for social development, the desire for an administration of justice that 
is accessible to all and that has the means to meet its high goals, the 
transformation of education--these are some of the goals of this moderni- 
zation movement which will equip all Chileans for a etter and more 

worthy life in the years to come. 





The presidential message has set the goals. The chance to really meet 

them has the support of the work already done. There were many skeptics 
about the programs that have become reality. At this time it seems fitting 
to express confidence in the ability of the country and the government to 
meet the new goals. 
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CHILE 


DEMOCRACY SEEN AS MEANS, NOT END IN ITSELF 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 5 Sep 79 pA 3 
[Editorial: "Democracy Is a Means”) 


[Text] Democracy, meaning representative political government based on 
popular suffrage, is considered by some as an end in itself, and the 
goal of all public aspirations. 


Sometimes this position is carraed to such an extreme that establishing 

a democratic regime becomes confused with winning the freedom of all 
citizens. The vehemence of this beitef even extends to forgetting urgent 
needs, satisfaction of which is a demand of justice as well as one of the 
bases of a solid regime of freedom. 


Minister of tue Interior Fernandez, speaking during a naturalization 
ceremony for a group of foreign citizens, categorically stated that 
democracy is not an end in itself, but a means to an end. 


In effect, democracy--like any political system--is a means of serving 
man. To invert the terms and place man at the service of the regime is 
the totalitarian temptation that always exists in our day and age. In 
Chile there is the experience of respectable democratic parties that 
nurtured the concept of revolution in freedom and whose younger menbers 
gradually advanced the idea of revolution ahead of and even against 
freedom. It was this process of softening of the very concepts of 
democracy and even Christianity that aided the electoral victory of 
Marxism. The former Marxist left, limited to its traditional slogans and 
memberstip, or the new guerrilla left would have been unable to foist 
itself on the Chilean electorate by itself. 


Perhaps the best evidence that democracy is a means comes from the estab- 
lishment of Marxism in Chile, since the set of ethical and political values 
of maniacs capable of expressing human freedom at its best were used to 
form a totalitarian collectivist effort. 


The minister of interior said that democracy is just a means, that “only 
when it is well-conceived in relation to the reality to which it will be 


58 





applied does it contribute to forming a system that permits the development 
of a politically free, economically effective, and socially just and uni- 
fied society.” 


The high-level government member far from excludes democracy as its 
object, and it is the same with the Government Declaration of Principles. 
The goals have as their aim a free, prosperous, just, and united society, 
brought about by democracy. 


But Minister of the Interior Fernandez warns in his speech that the 
government will continue at the pace it thinker best, and will not risk its 
program by rushing the institutional process or leaving its objectives 
half-finished. 


With the approach of another anniversary of the military coup, there has 
been understandable impatiencs on the part of some political elements, 
encouraged especially by the new format of the democratic left which has 
taken root with vacillations and contradictions in several countries of 
Latin America. Minister Fernandez’ remarks remind us that the Chilean 
experience should be taken into account and the government cannot allow 
the return of the same formulas that “led the country into chaos and 
anarchy.” 


"We are laying the foundations of a modern nation in a process that is 
moving ahead without a pause, with unshakable decision, at the proper 
pace needed to meet the goals proposed in the Declaration of Principles,” 
stated the minister of interior. Giving the major lines of the proposed 
institutional program, Fernandez added, “Our renewed democracy must 
balance freedom with people's security, and real social participation 
with strong authority, neither demagogic nor populist, but based on a 
development of technology in tune with today.” 


The government statement differs sharply from the hopes of those who 
contradict it, who are thus warned that the government “will not weaken 
in applying the law in all its strength to prevent disturbance of the 
order and progress that have been won back through so much sacrifice.” 


8587 
CSO: 3010 


59 











CHILE 


VICAR SEEKS TO EXPLAIN CHURCH'S OPPOSITION ROLE 


Santiago HOY in Spanish 19 Sep 79 pp 23-26 


[interview of Vicar Juan de Castro by u Sierra: “The ‘Evangelical 
Opposition’”--place and date not given 


/Text/ We is the antithesis of what people call a “political priest” 

and also of that pricst wichout a cassock inside or out, too auch “not 
much priest” for the traditionalists. Rather formal-—-or perhaps a little 
shy--profound, serious and really spiritual, under normal circumstances 
Juan de Castro would be a priest everyone would like: the Christians in 
the government and those in the opposition, as they seem to classify then- 
selves nowadays. And also the non-Christians. 


Except that he is in an office that arouses all the passions, and anything 
he says is considered either "for" or “against.” And that above all he 

is a priest's priest, loyal to the Catholic Church no matter what--the 
church of Vatican II, of Medellin, Puebla, of 2,000 years ago. “And that 
church,” he explains, “teaches that the Gospel begins with the poor, the 
persecuted, those who are suffering a loss of human dignity.” 


In essence, Juan de Castro is a man of dialog. And perhaps that is one of 
the reasons why he is here, not only as Vicar of Solidarity, but also as 
vicar general of Santiago, a sort of “alter ego” of the bishop. In this 
case, of the cardinal. With the same delegated power he has, including what 
are called “reserved powers." He was formerly vicar in Las Condes, and in 
the Northern and Eastern Zones. In the latter position he met Cristian 
Precht, a priest with a great deal of charisma who in 3 years had formed 
the Vicarage of Solidarity. 


Convinced that the people have many more things to bring them together than 

to separate them, he began his mission by getting to know about the work 

of the Vicarage and seeking out dialog with government authorities. "I 

like to talk, to understand, other people's points of view. Also the Gospel 
is not something that can be imposed; it is necessary to convince others that 
it is the best thing for man,” he says. 





“But it is one thing to believe in dialog,” he notes, “and another to 
bring to life the principles the church possesses as gifts from the Lord.” 
Therefore all his sweetness and meekness become decisiveness and even hard- 
ness when the occasion demands it. As, for example, in the death of 
Pro'essor Alvarez Santibanez, arrested by carabineros and turned over to 
the CNI/Centro Near onal de Investigactones--Nationa: lavest gation Center{ 
and after 5 dave sent to the Central Hospital where he died of “thoracic 
contusion with corplications, bilateral pulmonary contusion and severe 
respiratory distress.” (P . No 110). At that time, Juan de Castro blamed 
that death not only on t'« owvernment security organization, but also on the 
courts, “which,” he said, ‘lo not meet their legal obligations.” He has 
received more than one t " st recently. 





Accomp lishments 


Besides being a doctor of theology specializing in ethics, Juan de Castro 

is a clinical psychologist. A career he studied by vocation, being a 
priest, and in which he served his 5 years in medicine. This knowledge 

of the human soul, religious and scientific, in addition to a rare intuition 
of lowe, make him a wise spiritual leader on the priestly plane, and in the 
human area a man with many friends who respect and love hin. 


He does not mind telling how he once suffered a crisis in his priesthoou: 
he came out of it revitalized and today speaks of the kingdom of God with 
a comviction that convinces. He believes unquestioningly in the conversion 
of man as the basic way to change the world. 


“And that kingdom must be formed beginning with the poor.” he says, “in 
order for everyone to get there." That is what he is trying to do in the 
Vicarage of Solidarity, that new organization in the Catholic Church, which 
on one side arouses so much resistence, while on the other people say about 
it: “If ie were mot for the Vicarage, we would have died of hunger.” 
Others add: “Of fear, too.” 


There are the 3,248 appeals for help that were answered in these years. 

Over 20,000 people handled by the Juridical Department in 1978 alone; 

15,700 children at the children's feeding stations set up by the compunity; 
fortnighly a magazine (SOLIDARIDAD) to reach the world of the disadvantaged; 
crafts studios; community gardens; cultural activities; support for the social 
works programs in nearly all the dioceses in Chile and a thousand promotion 
activities begun by the Vicarage long before Puebla, to provide a practical 
anewer to the consequences of what is defined today as “social sin.” 


/Question/ There are people who ask themselves why the Vicarage seems to 
be mixed up in all the cases involving people the government calls extremists. 


/Answer/ It is a word that is often used very carelessly. I once appealed 
to an authority in the case of a man named Duran who was shot in the back 
and arrested in the town of Los Capihwes, 4 months ago. The man is 
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unconditionally free today, free of all charges, and to this day we do not 

know who the higher authority was wo gave the order for his arrest. What 

is known is that he was shot, and “trashed” all over the press. The answer 

to ay appeal was that he was an extremist, as if that justified something 

that could not be justified in any way. Who could give Mr Duran an explanation? 


“And it is not that the Vicarage is involved where there are extremists, but 
where there is violation of human dignity. That sany of those persecuted 
are obviously leftists is something else again. We give them aid if they 
need it. We do not ask them what they are or what party they belong “o. 


[Question/ There are others who say that the Inftists you have hely ed would 
fight the Catholic Church tomorrow because they feel it prevents or delays 
consciousness raising and class struggle through its charitable work, thus 
neutralizing Marxism. What are your views on this? 


/Anewer/ It is not my place to express opinions on what they are going to 

do once they can do it. My job is to do what I should do through ay conscience 
and through the commands of Jesus Christ. And one of the characteristics 

of the presence of the Lord is the freeness and generosity of love. 


Moral Sanction 


/Question/ What responsibility does the Vicarage in particular, and the 
church in general, have in the polarization of Catholics? In the appearance 
of Catholics who say, "I can't stand priests,” and who even make excuses for 
the human rights failings? 


[Answer] The church in no way wants this to happen. I leave aside all 
there may be of human passion, a product of the sin we all have. But I 
also believe that there are very reasonable and well-intentioned people 
who view the church as an institution of opposition. But the church does 
not oppose in the political sense. If defends things and promotes values, 
it is true. To defend human rights is to defend the barest miniaun of 
charity. And when one defends that, or promotes values such as citizen 
participation, or denounces violations that if uncontrolled may lead to 
unforeseeable situations, then they thing they see a position of political 
opposition in the church. There is, | would say, an evangelical opposition, 
which tries to convince the questioner that what I am offering them is the 
best there is. 


/Quest ton/ What is the area of influence of the Catholic Church’? What 
can it do in the face of the severe transgressions against the basic 
standards of respect for life and human rights by Catholics? 


/Answer/ The weight of the church boils down to ethics. There are people 
who have asked the bishops to excommunicate the torturers and those who 
break the most basic laws of life in this country. I do not thing that will 
work, because once they begin doing it, they will continwe with or without 
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excommunication. The church tries to convince those who are inspired by 
Christianity that they should live the Christianity they profess. There is 
little it can do beyond giving freedom and support. It does ask respect 
for its mission to constantly admonish consciences. 


Social Sin: 


/Question/ Puebla stresses that, in the face of the abuses of power--"typical 
of reigns of power" it calls them--the church should publicize and condemn 
these situations. Do you believe this action by the church is effective? 


/Answer/ If it were a political party, it could be called a disaster, 
because it does not achieve the desired goal. But we are not a party. We 
do not have immediate goals, but rather we work with the imponderables, 
which is the work of Christ, Lord of history. We do what we believe he 
wants us to do, in prayer, in reading the Gospel, and, in the face of the 
signs of the times, seeing reality. Whether or not things work out, we 
believe thut what we are doing is the right thing, through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. We can sorrow because things do not always turn out as we 
would like, although that does not destroy us. Nor does it cause us to 
carry out internal purges to find those at fault nor use violent methods, 
which we do not believe in. 


/Question/ Is it true that the church agonized in Puebla over guerrillas 
and terrorism, but the fact is that Christians, and even priests, sometimes 
choose to use violence? Could it be possible for this to happen in Chile? 


/Answer/ The church--and I personnally--do not believe in violence, 
because violence breeds violence. Jesus Christ wants man to be completely 
free, and that must be in the heart. If structures are changed without 
men changing, those men will produce new oppressive structures. 


/Question/ The church today seems to have a fixation with the poor. Would 


it not be more effective to preach the Gospel to the rich and powerful? 


/Answer/ The problem is that those who are benefiting from the situation 

that Puebla calls “social sin” are unable to see it. Only the poor can 

see it, those who suffer. If the church begins with those in power, it 

becomes sectarian. That is what has happened in the past, when the great 
masses of the people felt that the church belonged to the rich. In any 

case, there are theological reasons for the church to make a preferential 
choice--not an exclusive one--in favor of the poor. In them the gratuitousness 
of love and salvation is demonstrated. Also the church is not truly catholic, 
universal, except when it reaches the poor. From there it can reach everyone. 


/Question/ But in fact there are many, perhaps neither so rich nor so 
powerful, who feel excluded by this church of the poor and its hierarchy... 
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/Answer/ I am leaving aside those who are reacting out of passion, because 
that is a problem of therapy. But those who honestly feel that way, do so, 
I believe, because this dimension of the Gospel is the essence. And they 
see the church not as a call to conversion, to reexamine their values and 
motivations, but as an attack on the established “good,” “healthy” world, 
in which if I reexamine my values and have to change them, it is going to 
cost me a great deal. Basically they are the reactions of sin, in this 
case in the heart. 


"No" to Theocracy 


/Question/ Puebla charges that the capitalist liberal economic model 
increases the suffering of our people, demanding an inhuman social cost. 
So you think that those Christians who are implementing this oodel think 
they are doing harm, or do they not know about the Social Doctrine of the 
church, or that they are really Christians in name only? 


j/Answer/ I think it is very hard to tell who is a Christian and who is 

not. We all live in glass houses. But there are objective things, such as 
a technocracy that reduces problems to numbers and laws, and not living 

men, much less poor men. The economic model might be wonderful on paper, 
but one certainly does not need to be a technician to see that those sectors 
being left behind are being left further behind every day. That is what the 
pastoral experience teaches us. And the church speaks out on these problems 
because it is an expert on humanity. In the outlying towns, over 50 percent 
of the people have been unemployed for the last 6 years. If that is not 
inhumane, then what is? If a model can cause that, I reject it from a 
Christian point of view. 


[Quest ion/ There are those who, considering the apparent political vacuum 
that has been created, dream of a theocracy as the way out for Chile, as 
has happened elsewhere. What do you think? 


/Answer/ Not even God so wills! I believe that is confusing the two planes. 
When the church becomes strongly institutionalized it loses its humanity. 

And the strongest thing about the church is its character of perpetual 
ferment. In any case (he laughs) there I do go into the religious opposition! 
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SUPPORT FOR CASTRO OF SOVIET TROOPS ISSUE 
Matanzas Seminar Support Message 
Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 0315 GMT 7 Oct 79 FL 


[Text] The plenum of the Fourth National Seminar on Sugar Harvest Propaganda 
and Information being held in Matanzas Province with the participation of more 
than 200 delegates has agreed to send a message to Commander in Chief Fidel 
Castro supporting his statements concerning the alieged crisis plotted by 

the U.S. government. 


In one of its parts the text of the message points out: We pledge to ali 
our people, as an expression of condemnation of imperialism and militant conm- 
mitment as propagandists, to attain an efficient sugar harvest. 


The Fourth National Seminar on Sugar Harvest Propaganda and Information being 
held at the Provincial Party School in Matanzas opened today with remarks by 
Oscar Domenech, deputy chief of the Department of Revolutionary Orientation. 
He pointed out that the Sugar Harvest Propaganda Center should address its 
attention to the subjective deficiencies which obstruct the successful ful- 
fillment of some of the purpose and goals of the current 5-year period as 
outlined in the evaluation made by the Eighth Plenum of the PCC Central Com- 
mittee. 


Other speakers this afternoon referred to the work of the news media in sup- 
port of the sugar harvest and the work which the Sugar Industry Ministry must 
do to eliminate deficiencies in occupational safety and health and to raise 
efficiency in the sugar industry. 


It was announced at today's session that a seminar will be held to raise the 
level [of specialization} of journalists who cover the sugar sector and the 
beginning of the next sugar harvest. 

Patriotic Group Support 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1045 GMT 9 Oct 79 FL 


[Text] The Constituent Conference on Patriotic-Military Education in 
Matanzas Province has called for the firmest and most resolute support for 
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the statements made by Commander in Chief Fidel Castro regarding the recent 
artiticial crisis created by the U.S. Government. The meeting was chaired 
by Julian Rizo Alvarez, first secretary of the party in the province, Div 
Gen Raul Menendez Tomassevich, chief of the Central Army, and Col William 
Galvez, president of the National Constituent Committee of the Patriotic- 
Military Education Society. (Carlos Tamayo Reyes) was elected by direct 

and secret ballot as the head of the society in Matanzas Province. The 
closing remarks were made by Luis Rodriguez, Second Secretary of the Party's 
Provincial Committee. 


U.S. ‘Artificial Crisis’ 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1900 GMT 9 Oct 79 FL 


[Text] The WFTU has issued a declaration stating that the crisis which has 
been artificially created by the United States regarding the so-called prob- 
lem of the presence of Soviet military personnel in Cuba is only one of the 
links in the propaganda campaign against socialism which lately has been 
waged by the most reactionary circles. The WFTU energetically condemns the 
attempts by the North American administration to create an artificial crisis 
in the Caribbean and it expresses its full solidarity with the Cuban people 
and government. 


Greeting to Castro 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 11 Oct 79 FL 


[Text] The 39th National Council of the CTC [Central Union of Cuban Workers) 
which opened this morning in Havana has adopted as its first resolution to 
send greetings of fraternity and solidarity to Fidel Castro, president of the 
Councils of State and Ministers, at the United Nations. The document read by 
Jesus Escandel, member of the CTC Secretariat, emphasizes that the presence 
of our commander-in-chief at the UN General Assembly will be a considerable 
contribution toward advancing the people’s struggle for peace and social 
progress. 


The 29th Council of the CTC will meet until the 13th, its agenda includes 

important matters related to the labor movement. The sessions are chaired 
by Armando Acosta, member of the Central Committee and head of its mass or- 
ganizations department [as heard], and CTC Secretary General Roberto Veiga. 
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CUBA 


BRIEFS 


NICARAGUAN CULTURE MINISTER--Nicaraguan Culture Minister Ernesto Cardenal 
has referred to the importance of cooperation from the Cuban Ministry of 
Culture to regain and channel all Nicaraguan artistic manifestations. At 
a press conferen:e held in Havana, Cardenal said: We have come to Cuba to 
seek the experiences of a revolution in the field of culture, Minister 
Ernesto Cardenal, who also is a prominent poet, explained that culture had 
been repressed by the Somoza regime and numerous measures existed banning 
popular literary and theater manifestations which by their nature, he added, 
were the most revolutionary, while writers were in exile or operating 
clandestinely. Cardenal added that numerous manifestations of the arts 
emerged spontaneously as a result of the triumph of the Nicaraguan revolu- 
tion. Therefore, the work of his ministry is to insure that these manifes~- 
tations are spread throughout the country quickly. To this end, he 
stressed, the experiences we are gaining from Cuba are important, [Text] 
[Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1400 GMT 5 Oct 79 FL] 


ISLE OF YOUTH PARTY MEETING--The progress of the citrus fruit harvest and 
fulfillment of lobster fishing plans were some of the topics discussed in 
the 18th municipal plenary session of the Cuban Communist Party [PCC] on 
the Isle of Youth. It was chaired by PCC Central Committee Politburo 
member Jose Ramon Machado Ventura. Others sitting at the presidium were 
PCC Central Committee member Arturo Lince Gonzalez and Felix Mojena, first 
and second secretaries of the municipal party committee, respectively. 
Other matters discussed were deficiencies in transportation services and 
allocation of funds for construction projects. In his closing remarks 
Machado Ventura referred to different factors in the internal life of the 
party and matters dealing with cadre policy. [Text] [Havana Domestic 
Television Service in Spanish 0330 GMT 12 Oct 79 FL] 


AALAPSO-ARAB SOLIDARITY--The Afro-Asian-Latin American Peoples Solidarity 
Organization [AALAPSO] has hosted a roundtable of solidarity with the Arab 
peoples. “he keynote speech was made by (Morin Nora), representative of 
Lebanon, who examined the situation in the Middle East resulting from the 
imperialist and Zionist aggression against the Arab countries and, espe~- 
cially, Palestine. The speaker stated that Lebanon is the target of enemy 
aggression because there is where the enemy is trying to liquidate the 








Palestinian resistance, destroy the Lebanese progressive movement and end 
the Syrian resistance. Congolese ambassador to Cuba Vital Balla recalled 
that in 19468 imperialism perpetrated a serious crime on the Palestinian 
people when it expelled them from their territory and created there the 
Israeli Zionist state, [Text] [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2130 
GMT 10 Oct 79 FL} 


GUINEA-BISSAU AMBASSADOR--Blas Roca Calderio, president of the National 
People’s Assembly and vice president of the Council of State, today re- 
ceived His Excellency Honorio Gomes de Fonseca who presented the creden- 
tials that accredit him ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau in Cuba. Interim Foreign Minister Rene 
Anillo Capote participated in the ceremony. The ambassador of the Republic 
of Guinea-Bissau was accompanied by embassy First Secretary (Ulises 
Monteiro) and Second Secretary (Ri Akis Cardoso). Following the ceremony, 
the ambassador and his entourage went to Plaza de la Revolucion and laid 
a floral wreath at the Jose Marti monument. [Text] [Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 8 Oct 79 FL] 





TV FESTIVAL ROUNDTABLE--Cuba has presented a proposal on television in 
education work at the roundtable on this important mass media which is 
being held in the city of Hercegnovi on the Yugoslav Adriatic coast. The 
roundtable ended on Tuesday following two days of debates was part of the 
first television programs festival which was organized by the nonalined 
countries movement radio and television organizations cooperation committee. 
[Text] [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 10 Oct 79 FL] 


OCLAE STATEMENT--A declaration issued in Havana by the Continental Organi- 
zation of Latin American Students [OCLAE] Permanent Secretariat states that 
"Che* Guevara is the incarnation of the internationalist spirit in the 
world of today. The document emphasizes that Yankee imperialism tried to 
put an end to the heroic continental deeds of national Liberation by killing 
"Che" in Bolivia, but as always they failed in their attempt. [Text] 
[Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 10 Oct 79 FL) 


I BERO-AMERICAN EDUCATION CONGRESS--At the fourth Ibero-American education 
congress on Tuesday, Cuba explained its great achievements and experiences 
in the education field over the past 20 years. In his remarks Cuban Vice 
Education Minister Raul Ferrer pointed out the joint efforts of the Cuban 
Government and people in building a new society. The Ibero-American con- 
gress is being attended by delegations from 16 countries of Latin America 
and Spain, members of the Ibero-American Education Office. Argentina, 
Brazil, Portugal, Mexico, Equatorial Guinea and Cuba are attending as 
guests. [Text] [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 10 Oct 79 FL) 


CUBAN CONSTRUCTION WORKERS--Jaime Crombet, Cuban ambassador to Angola and 
member of the PCC Central Committee, has called the work done by the Cuban 
internationalist construction workers in Angola and other regions of the 
world a task of great importance. Crombet recalled the importance the 
government and party of our country sees in the work done in construction 
abroad because of its high internationalist content and its political and 
revolutionary significance. [Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1433 GMT 
16 Oct 79 FL] 

! 
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NICARAGUA 


FSLN LEADERS, CHRISTIANS ATTEND DEBATE ON REVOLUTION 
Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 29 Sep 79 PA 


[Excerpts] There was a debate last night between Christians and repre- 
sentatives of the Sandinist National Liberation Front [FSLN] at a seminar 
on “What do Christians expect from the FSLN and what does the FSLN expect 
from Christians?" 


The main speakers at the last session of the seminar were Dr Armando Lopez, 
rector of the Central American University [UCA], Father Edgar Parrales, 
Father Hernandez Pico, a Chilean citizen, and FSLN Commanders Luis Carrion, 
commander of the revolution, and Marcos Valle, responsible for the cultural 
and political training section of the Sandinist Army. 


Commander of the Revolution Luis Carrion said he was very surprised at the 
topic of the seminar because the revolutionary struggle has always been 
closely linked to Christian movements: [Begin Carrion recording] Like all 
Nicaraguan revolutionaries, they joined the fight. They found, within the 
totally open ranks of the Sandinist Army, fertile land for their revolu- 
tionary participation, without discrimination of any kind, 


Within the FSLN there is dialog. We create; we build. We could say that 
Christians have always had representatives in the FSLN, But it is not neces- 
sary to voice this view. There is no confrontation between the FSLN and 
Christians. They have always been present within the process. 


I was also very surprised, to tell you the truth, because, as Father 
Hernandez Pico said, we are the revolutionary vanguard of this process. 

We have an obligation and a duty, and that is to maintain a dialog with 

the people, to maintain open communication with our people, and particularly 
with the working masses, the exploited masses, who were the ones that 
principally felt not only the yoke of Somozist oppression but also the 
weight of the struggle for national Liberation, 


In this sense Christians and non-Christians are broadly welcome in this 
dialog, which we have made a commitment to keep open. 
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Commander Carrion told the Christian audience that in the revolution men 

are defined by the interests of the people and not by religious distinctions. 
He also emphasized the utilization of the church as an instrument of the 
masses in the exploitation of man by man in capitalist systems. He also 
cautioned about the word "Christian" in political party names, and invited 
the audience to fight sects or groups which, sheltered behind false Chris- 
tianity, are trying to wage a counterrevolution. 





Lastly, Commander Marco Valle, responsible for the political training and 
culture of the Sandinist People's Army, addressed the audience: 


[Begin Valle recording] What do Christians expect from the FSLN and what 
does the FSLN expect of Christians? This question--and I am totally sure 


of this--in appearance separates Christians from the FSLN, separates the 
people from the FSLN, 


I ask: How is it possible that we overthrew the Somozist dictatorship? 
Because really, there are innumerable cases of companeros, Christian com- 
paneros of the FSLN, among the Nicaraguan people--the majority, I think. 


So then the question arises, and I think it would be good to establish it-- 
because here, as Companero Carrion said, there are two paths: Either we 
are revolutionaries or we are counterrevolutionaries, And the counter- 
revolutioniries? They are not Christians; they are Somozists. [applause] 
The Christians are in the other group. 


In addition, after the speeches by the companeros, another question arises. 
It is that all the contents of the speeches make me believe that they were 
always militant members of the FSLN, [applause] Because in reality the 
content of all the speeches is totally within the political line, within 
the reason why the FSLN was created, why we all follow the line of Sandino, 


Companero Lopez said counterrevolution is a sin for Christians. Well, it 
is a watter of form; they are counterrevolutionaries, they are Somozists, 
and here there is no other way. Somozists have always been sinners. 
[laughs, applause) [fnd recording] 
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NICARAGUA 


YOUTH EXPRESSES SUPPORT FOR FSLN LEADERS 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 3 Oct 79 p 5 PA 


[Excerpts] Our revolutionary youth, which was present before and during 
the victory, expressed its solidarity with our vanguard, the Sandinist 
National Liberation Front (FSLN), at a large meeting at Don Bosco school. 
From there they haaded for the Interior Ministry to express their support 
for the FSLN and to ask that the slogan “Implacable in combat and implac- 
able in victory" be put into practice. 


Led by the 19 July Sandinist Youth and the Federation of High School Stu- 
dents (FES), the demonstrators carried large banners and placards with 
slogans repudiating Somozism and various divisionist groups. 


Five FES and Sandinist Youth representatives expressed their views to the 
deputy interior minister, Commander Eden Pastora. They said the campaign 
to control Somozism seeks to uncover not only the paramilitary groups but 
the ultraleft and rightwing elements seeking to confuse our masses in the 
revolutionary process as well. 


They stressed that, just like in the days of the armed struggle, the youth 
is now more determined than ever to defend this conquest achieved by our 
vanguard, 


A delegate companera told Commander Pastora about youth's interest in having 
both Maoists and Trotskiyites banned from the country. These groups enter 
the country as tourists but in truth come to establish diversionist ideolo- 
gies within Nicaragua's revolutionary movement, They also asked that our 
neighborhoods be cleaned of Somozists. 


After listening attentively to these youths’ views, Deputy Minister Pastora 
immediately went downstairs, where the demonstrators were waiting for him 
at the Plaza del Sol, shouting slogans with revolutionary zeal, 


The deputy interior minister told the enthusiastic youth representatives: 
“We are enormously pleased with the Nicaraguan youth's support for the FSLN." 
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"I see you are aware of the fact that we are engaged in guerrilla warfare. 
The shooting is over now, but the war is still on. Ominous extreme left 
and rightist counterrevolutionary forces continue to upset our revolution- 
ary process. 





"The Trotskiyites and the Maoists have allied with the right and are trying 
to hinder our revolutionary progress. They stupidly and maliciously refuse 
to understand that a revolution cannot be completed for many years, let 
alone in 2 months.” As an example he mentioned the Cuban revolution, which 
is now in the 20th year of its victory ani has not yet concluded “because 

a revolution is never concluded. The day a revolution is said to have 
concluded, that day it begins to lose its power [mediatizar] and be be- 
trayed. 


"As a result of the way in which this war ended, without money, houses, 
transportation facilities, food and many other things neeced for the de- 
velopment of the revolution, those groups with a sick mentality, the 
Trotskiyites and the Maoists, have in such a short time begun saying ve 
have betrayed the revolution. 


"Youth and the people in general must be on the alert against the leftists, 
the rightists and the opportunists.” 


Commenting on the latter, he said: “We must immediately detect and denounce 
the opportunists who have infiltrated the Sandinist defense committees. 


"All those groups are ominous and dangerous and one must remain on the 
alert against then.” 


As regards the vermin currently in jail, he said: “I am sure that so far 
none of those who raped, tortured and killed our people has been released. 
None of them will be released because they must pay in jail icr the damage 
they did for so long. 


"They are anxious to put an end to their lives, but that would be too good. 
Jail is more of a punishment for them than being dead.” 


To conclude, Pastora said: “Continue to have faith in the leaders of the 
revolution, in the FSLN National Directorate, which is the vanguard of 
this revolution, 


"We must have faith in our people. We had it in the past and still have 
it at present because we knew there is no force capable of subjecting a 
people anxious to be free,” Deputy interior Minister Pastora told our 
revolutionary youth, 
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NICARAGUA 


PRISON CHIEF CALLS ON PEOPLE TO DENOUNCE SOMOZIST CRIMINALS 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 29 Sep 79 pp 1, 10 PA 


[Excerpts] Companero Federico Lopez, the person responsible for the 
Tipitapa Modelo prison, has stated: "The people have a great historic 
responsibility in the revolutionary judicial process. They must denounce 
persons implicated in or guilty of mass murders against our people and 
their vanguard organizations. It is impossible to prosecute them without 
witnesses, without charges." 


Lopez has also urged our people to accuse Somozist assassins and thugs 
because, unfortunately, some of them are free now and others are in revo- 
lutionary “jails” waiting for popular justice which will be complemented 
by the state, security and judicial apparatus. 


"The people must understand that it is a revolutionary duty to denounce 
the assassins of our people in order to bring to an end the destruction 
of the Somozist oppressive apparatus,” Companero Lopes said. 


Lopez clearly stated that this is not a matter of vengeance or political 
“vendettas” but represents the exercise of revolutionary justice which must 
bring to trial and sentence those who committed these horrible crimes. 


The companero added: “These masterminds--these technicians of murder--and 
these executors.” 


At this moment there are approximately 2,000 prisoners in the New People's 
jail. Lopez said that "300 of them have claimed to be civilians, and the 
rest military, which includes 500 officers and noncommissioned officers 
of the defunct National Guard.” 


Lopez said that all the prisoners (paramilitary and guards) are involved, 
one way or another, in the inhuman abuses of the regime deposed by our 
popular forces led by the Sandinist National Liberation Front (FSLN). 


Companero Lopez, who has a humble office, said that the masterminds of 
those who committed these crimes will be browght to trial and that chose 


7% 








who sacked, robbed and abused our vealth end pushed our country into 
misery with the support of Somoziem will s!so be brought to trial. 


He added: “There are criminals who will not recover because of the magni- 
tude of their crimes. However,” he added after some thought, “we wiil try 
to reeducate then.” 


These statements by this companero reveal a most profound humaniteriaenien, 
that of true revolutionaries, of the Sandinists. 


When our correspondent asked Federico Lopez what mechanism our people should 
use to denounce these stateless persons [as published], he said: “Although 
our people have already condemned all the criminals from the moment they 
rose up and buried the dictatorship, it is necessary that they specifically 
point out those who are responsible for atrocities so that a degree of 

guilt may be established.” 


He added: “The people must come to Modelo prison and to Sandinist barracks 
to denounce the assassins.” 


He said that this is the revolutionary duty of all Nicaraguans, workers, 
students, "The denunciation of criminals is their bounden duty.” 


Lopez noted that throughout the country all the Sandinist defense committees 
should participate in this revolutionary campaign and post the pictures of 
the arrested persons. These photographs may be taken from our daily. 


Lopez also urged all state institutions and the various mass compunication 
means to cooperate in this effort for justice which is aimed at condeming 
all those thugs who left our families without parents, or sons, brothers, 
nephews or friends. 
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NICARAGUA 





UNION MEETING HELD AS PART OF ANTI-SOMOZISM CAMPAICN 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 29 Sep 79 pp 1, 10 PA 


[Text) As part of the Death-to-Somogism campaign, an assembly meeting of 
presidents and members of the trade unions affiliated with the Sandinist 
Workers Central was held yesterday at 1900. Officials from 117 wnions 
attended the meeting. 


The ceremony began with the singing of the Sandinist Front's anthem. Central 
coordinator Companero Pedro Ortiz then addressed the crowd, 


He analyzed the situation in which 479 years of exploitation and 47 years 

of Somoza dictatorship have left the country: 63 percent illiterate in the 
countryside; 50 percent illiteracy rate in the cities; an alarming unemploy- 
ment rate and a destroyed economy. 


He aleo remembered the heroes and martyrs who died during the struggle by 
caying: “Those who died did so in order that we could meet to solve our 
problems.” He added: "We have been able to topple the bloody dictatorship 
neriured by Yankee imperialism. We are also going to be able to fight end 
crush re*ctionaries and counterrevolutionaries. No one who is sincere 

and committed to serving the sacred interests of our country can doubt the 
Sandinist National Liberation Front at this historic time.” 


He also recalled that the struggle against the dictatorship and imperialien 
was not only the front's struggle but the struggle of the entire nation. 


He aleo explained the difference between state workers and private industry 
workers. Those who work in state enterprises are working in enterprises 
owne’ » all Nicaraguan people. Their profit goes directly to the people, 
without intermediaries. 


vheretore, they are dutybound not to the management but to the people. If 
it is necessary to work harder for less money, or even only for their sus- 
ten ce, they should be willing to do so, Those who work for private in- 
dustry are working so the pockets of private individuals can grow fat and, 
therefore, are entitled to demand pay raises and economic benefits because 
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thie is the only way that the fruits of their labor can reach the people. 
Howewer, the bourgeoisie has « specific role to play now: To invest as 
much as it can to boost the economy. 


He drew attention to the fact that counterrevolutionaries often disguise 
themselves as Sendinists. He stressed that the workers front is concerned 
about creating conflicts and raising “awareness” solely in state enter- 
prises in order to obstruct the revolutionary process. 


Ortiz was often interrupted by the crowd who welcomed his remarks with 
applause or by chanting slogens. 
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NICARAGUA 


ARTICLE EXPLAINS NEW ROLE OF PEOPLES MILITIAS 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 30 Sep 79 pp 3, 7 PA 
[Article: "What Are the Peoples Militias?") 


[Text] First we must understand that the demobilization of the militias is 
not the result of a useless or arbitrary decision. On the contrary, the 
plans for mobilization [as published] of the heroic and veteran militias 
are part of a general strategic plan outlined by our vanguard, the Sandinist 
Neiional Liberation Front [FSLN], with the objective of establishing polit- 
ical and military conditions that will guarantee the defense and advance of 
the revolution. 


As our vanguard, the FSLN, understands it and on the basis of our rich ex- 
perience and that of other peoples, the peoples militias is a way of organ- 
izing the people militarily. The organization, structure and control 
should be aimed at creation of a militia that will be able to defend the 
revolution against the imperialist bourgeoisie, the local reactionary 
bourgeoisie and international fascist reaction. 


Because enemies exist, we will be unable to carry out those permanent defense 
tasks fully if we ds not have a nationwide militia that has its roots among 
the revolutionary workers, peasants and youths and all the people, a militia 
that will defend a class which is the most revolutionary and most consistent-- 
the proletariat. 


The peoples militias are a form of permanent organization. They are con- 
ceived as the people's mass organization for the armed defense of the nation. 
They have a fighting capacity which changes in accordance with the military 
situation and the balance of forces at a given moment. That is to say, the 
tasks of defense the militia members must undertake vigorously depend on 
whether we are in a time of war against the enemies or in a time of peace, 
consolidating the development and progress of the entire nation. In time 
of war we must have a militia able to take up arms quickly and thus hero- 
ically repel any counterrevolutionary attempt. We must take advantage of 
peacetime to educate ourselves politically, to learn correct military tac- 
tics and above all to promote production and work which will make possible 











the rapid development of our economy in the interest of the people. We 
should take advantage of peacetime to train ourselves in the use of weapons 
and knowledge of military tactics as well as reise the political-cultural 
level of the militias by joining the mass political organizations of the 
PSLN. This also has the objective of strengthening the militancy and 
spirit of sacrifice of the peoples organizations, thus preparing them for 
the armed defense of our revolution. Therefore, in order to organize a 
strong militia there must be reciprocity between the militias and the 
Sandinist mass organizations so that the militias will strengthen the mass 
organizations and at the same time the class character of those organizations 
will influence the militias. 


The demobilization of the militias is a qualitative step in their formation. 
It means an advance in the strategic concept of the militias. It is a step 
toward higher forms of peoples organization. At the same time that they 

are cble to be auxiliary and reserve forces of the Sandinist Peoples Army 
they are also forces which help strengthen the peoples power [poder popular], 
providing cadres of militia members who reinforce the partisan and mass 
organizations. 


Now that the dictatorship has been annihilated, the content and functions 
of the peoples militias must be different, in line with the new situations 
the revolution faces. 


It is not a matter of overthrowing the enemy but of defending the victory 
from the enemies which today are attacking the revolutionary cause of the 
workers and all the people. 


The current enemy of the working people s interest is U.S. imperialism and 
its national lackeys. The enemies of the revolution are all those groups 
encouraged by imperialism that are trying to sabotage the revolutionary 
tasks of the program of national reconstruction. [The enemies are] the 
extreme leftists--Trotskiyites and the extreme rightists, who today are 
trying to use the name of Sandinism to win the prestige and popular support 
they never had and which has been won only by our legitimate and tnquestion- 
able vanguard, “he FSLN, after 20 years of persistent and consistent armed 
struggle and at the cost of hundreds of lives. 


Just as the character end content of the enemy han changed, so too must 

the militias adapt theaselves to the new reality and prepare themselves in 
the best way to defend the Sandinist people's revolution and to carry it 

out to its ultimate consequences. We should pass to higher forms of organi- 
zations, both in quality and quantity, forming the militias from all the 
people in arms. To do this we should start with the functions we have been 
carrying out so far and with the way in which we are organized, 


The militias have been involved in mopping up the Somogist remnanis in the 
country, guarding and patrolling the neighborhoods and communities. 
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They have fulfilled their task of serving as a reserve for the Sandinist 
People’s Army, that is, of being an organization that prepared the best 
sons of our people to enter the army that defends our sovereignty. In this 
regard, they are the source of manpower which permits the country to have 
an army which, although small, has a large strategic reserve. 


They have also been an auxiliary force for the army to the extent that 
their treining and concentration [reconcentracion] in the barracks allowed 
us to perform as a fighting force whenever necessary; that is, to be on 
the alert and vigilant in order to crush any counterrevolution‘ry attempt 
based on the advantage of being rooted in the people and of sharing their 
problems, In addition, our victory being so recent, we are faced with the 
need to serve as policemen, organizers, agitators [agitadores] and even 
jailers. 


As our revolution advances and is consolidated, we must take up our basic 
task, that is, to be an army auxiliary and reserve force. At this particu- 
lar time, the emergence and development of a Sandinist national police force 
and an intelligence service and the continuous development of popular or- 
ganizations--the Workers Central, the Association of Rural Workers, the 
Sandinist youth movements, the Sandinist student organization, the 19 July 
Sandinist Youth--make it increasingly less necessary for us to do police 
work, increasingly Less important “Sor us to be constantly confined to 
barracks. 


On the other hand, our militias have vast militant experience in the areas 
of organ.zation and propaganda, and this should not fail to be exploited. 
The task of national reconstruction requires an infinite number of fighting 
militiamen who could have a positive impact on labor, student, youth and 
other organizations. 


Our revolution requires that a large sumber of those “companeros™ not only 
join popular organizations but also reinforce the economy by participating 
in production and by enrolling in schools and universities. In view of 
this need, it is necessary for our militia to change its present organiza- 
tional structure of concentr1tion and mobilization for another which will 
permit it to join the Sandina ‘t mass organizations and to turn to work and 
to study. 


Instead of being constantly in the barracks, we must change to 4 system 

in which we spend a minimal portion of our time in barracks, be on militia 
duty certain days of the week and devote the rest of the time to work, 
organization and study. 


this will only become possible as we gradually close down our barracks in 
those places where this is possible and begin an intensive process of train- 
ing and political-nilitary instruction that will give us the political and 
mi’ itary knowledge that will enable us to become student-militiamen, worker- 
militiamen and organizer-militiamen. 








Demoebilizarion and instruction are two facets of the same plan--to extend 
mil.cia service and increase the quality of the peoples armed organization. 
This step, in addition to strengthening the mass organizations, will facili- 
tate the broadening or expansion of the militias and will permit the 
barracks to be used as militia recruitment offices in neighborhoods, pro- 
vinces, factories, schools and so forth. 


This also means that in the sectors and areas where demobilization begins 
we will gradually stop patrolling the neighborhoods end sites which were 
previously not [as published] under our jurisdiction, that we will stop 
posting as many guards as we have been and that problems of crimes, robber- 
ies and celinquency which the civilian population has been reporting to us 
and which ve have been handling will be turned over to the Sandinist 
National Police and other competent organizations, 


The militiamen who are demobilized will immediately begin a period of in- 
tensive military instruction which will emcompass the following: 


Unarmed infantry [infanteria sin armas]. 
Tactics and fighting deployment. 
Marksmanship. 

Platoons and squads in defense. 

Platoons and squads in offense. 

War materiel (armament and disarmament). 
Guard duty. 

Physicai training. 


. 


— 
— 
— 
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» political program of instruction will cover: 


History of the FSLN and Sandinism, 

The political situation and reconstruction tasks. 
General organizational status (state and organizations), 
Army and militia, 

What demobilizerion consists of. 

Movie forums and other cultural acts. 
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Nemobilization will begin in the urban sectors and later will be extended 
to rural ones, As we know, Managua is divided into four sectors (eastern 
urban region, western urban, eastern rural and western rural). First the 
urban sectors and then the rural ones will be demobilized, In the urban 
areas, “companeros" who have been politically and militarily outstanding 
will be chosen to reinforce the work in the rural areas, where demobiliza- 
tion will take more time, The demobilization will be carried out by 
platoons and squads, insuring that they are from the same neighborhood, 
zone or sector. They will be given a schedule of periodic operations and 
militia duty which they are to perform weekly. For this purpose they will 


have to report t. thcir militia office to receive specific instructions, 
The rest of the they will participate in the many tasks of national 
reconstruction, « and study, or participate in the various mass or civil 


vigilance organizations, 








Our demobilization is a step toward consolidation of the Sandinist people's 
militia. It is a humble but significant revolutionary contribution and is 
a kick in the teeth to the pro-imperialist reactionaries who desire our 
annihilation and who take pains to criticize us destructively in order to 
undermine our people's support and liking for us. 


[Signed] Organizational Committee of the People’s Militias. 
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NICARAGUA 


LITERACY CAMPAIGN COORDINATOR REPORTS ON TRIP TO CUBA 
Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0400 GMT 2 Oct 79 PA 


[Interview with Companero Father Fernando Cardenal, coordinator of the 
“Heroes and Martyrs of Liberation" National Literecy Campaign; no date or 
place given--presumably recorded] 


[Text] [Question] Listeners of La Voz de Nicaragua, here is Companero 
Father Fernando Cardenal to report on his recent trip to Cuba to seek 
assistance for the literacy campaign. Let us hear what he had to say. 


[Answer] Well, our trip to Cuba was successful because we achieved all we 
expected, We wanted to take a close look at the experience Cuba underwent 
in its 1961 literacy campaign. We contacted those who organized the canm- 
paign and, at the Havana literacy museum, were able to study the documents 
and papers of the meetings of the Cuban National Literacy Commission and 
the departmental commission [words indistinct) the municipal commission 

and were able to gain a first-hand acquaintance with that fabulous exper- 
ience [words indistinct]. To us, it was important [words indistinct) the 
only successful experience in Latin America. We are preparing [words in- 
distinct] the “Heroes and Martyrs of Liberation” National Literacy Campaign 
and are facing a mammoth task. It is not easy to organize such a large 
task on 4 national level. We plan to take care of 650,000 to 700,000--we 
do not know exactly [words indistinct]~--illiterates and mobilize 130,000 
literacy agents. Ali this involves an enormous amount of work and problems. 
Therefore, the experience of a nation that has successfully undertaken a 
similar campaign is very important. That is why we went to Cuba. 


[Question] [Words indistinct], Companero Fernando, What can you tell us 
‘bout the technical assistance that Cuba offered for this major literacy 
campaign here? 


lunewer}] Well, several countries have offered assistance and one of them 
is Cuba. Several UNESCO advisers will arrive this month. Paulo Freire is 
also coming here. He created the psychosocial |words indistinct) method 

which has been used successfully in so many places. Freire will spend at 
least 10 days with us; he may return later. He will arrive on 22 November 








and will stay for 10 days. The Cubans who provided assistance to anc 


organized the 1961 campaign and who are still working at the Education 
Ministry in the adult education department have also offered assistance. 
We have accepted their offer. 


[Question] As campaign coordinator, tell us if other trips to other parts 
of the world have been planned as part of the campaign? 


[Answer] No other trip has been planned so far. Prof Guillermo (Hochue) 
will go to Mexico tomorrow or the following day to an adult education and 
literacy congress. He will go on behalf of «ne Education Ministry, but the 
team as such has no other plan than organizing the campaign. We have no 
travel plans. Until the campaign is over, I do not think we can make any 
trips. The most important thing now is to organize and prepare this major 
campaign. 


[Question] low have the Nicaraguan people responded? [words indistinct] 


|Answer) The contact we have had, particulerly with the people's organize- 
tions, has confirmed our faith in the Nicaraguan people. All these organi- 
zations have voiced mot only their desire to help but their enthusiasm to 
cooperate with this campaign. We have noticed their enthusiasm, Therefore, 
we are certain that, although the campaign is going to be very difficult, 

it is going to be successful. Just as the people carried out the insurrec- 
tion and achieved what seemed impossible--to defeat the genocidal guard, the 
dictatorship--the people will be successful in this campaign to defeat 
ignorance and illiteracy in this second war. We can do many wonderful 
things with the participation of the people. My confidence in the people 

is enormous, and we are certain that [words indistinct] the nationwide 
organization of such a campaign will [words indistinct]. 
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NICARAGUA 


ARTICLE ANALYZES COUNTRY'S UNITY, DISTRUST 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 13 Oct 79 p 2 PA 
[Article by Roberto B. Cardenal Ch.: “Unity Is Revolution") 


|Text} Two essential elements are necessary for the existence of any 
group, whether it is a family, an intermediate association [sociedades 
intermedias}, a union, a factory, a cooperative, a political organization 
or a state. These two elements are unity and productivity. If we compare 
any group with a house or a building, we find that unity and productivity 
are like the columns or pillars that support the structure vertically and 
the beams or props which support it horizontally. Consequently, there can 
be no society without unity and productivity, just as there can be no 
building without columns and beams. 


We want to discuss unity in our Nicaraguan society in this article. The 
fact that unity is essential to any group is almost repetitivusly logical. 
In other words it is one reality defined by two different words, because 

if there is no unity a group gets dispersed, and whether its members leave 
it or cease to be interested in it, the group disappears or becomes weaker. 
Therefore the death of a group, like any other death, is called disintegra- 
tion, separation or disunity. 


in discussing the concept of unity within our Nicaraguan reality, we find 
that our country needs the unity of all its members, or at least the 
majority of them, in order to pick itself up, walk, be reborn and remain 
alive. We will die slowly as long as we remain separated. 


However, we have noted in the news that alarming symptoms of disunity are 
appearing in our society. 


In the first place, I feel the lack of unity stems from a feeling of dis- 
trust. We all have personally witnessed how distrust has separated us in 
our work and social life, acting as a barrier that prevents cohesion of 
the group. 


In making an analysis of the causes of this distrust, we find that one of 
them is resistance to change, something we all feel deep inside. Our revo- 
lution has made many changes in a very short time, This has thrown many 

















people off balance and disrupted their lives. These people find themselves 
without traditional answers or adequate behaviour for every new situation. 
This causes some insecurity, a feeling of being less able to cope with 
difficulties or problems that may arise and prompts 4 lack of visualization 
or comprehensive knowledge of what is occurring in their surroundings. 


Having remained in their own land, many feel like foreigners adapting to 

a new country, with the further difficulty that in another country everyone 
knows what the customs are and can advise you about the best way to adjust; 
but here there is no one to resort to for that type of information because 
everyone is in the same situation. 


The Nicaraguans’ lack of comprehensive knowledge about the situation prompts 
rumors, and people believe these easily because their contact with the 
situation has diminished or is lost because it is in the hands of others 
who are manipulating it. 


However, not all the distrust stems from the aforementioned psychological 
aspects. Some of it comes from the way the groups that overthrew the dic- 
tator together with the Sandinist National Liberation Front [FSLN] are 
being treated. The quota of blood, work, money, national and international 
contacts, sacrifices and support for the liberation, was intentionally 
withheld from everybody at the hour of victory. This omission, which could 
be described as a rejection, does not help people feel trusting. 


Also facts such as the “seizing” of homes, cars and land, difficulties in 
leaving the country, the obligatory measure which states that ove must de- 
posit for 6 months any amount over 3,000 cordobas that one may have in 

500 and 1,000 bills, the government's failure to install a council and 
other such actions help promote the climate of distrust which separates 

us at a time when we need to be united. 


Another feeling which makes for lack of unity is fear, a feeling that 
paralyzes or produces aggressiveness or hostility and the latter two 
foment division. 


Fear stems from the unilateral way in which actions are taken. The FSLN, 
being a political party, has devoted the state-owned communications media 
to its own use and for propaganda. The FSLN is using state-owned homes 

and vehicles for itself. It has given the party name to the country's army, 
police and air force. It has organized the whole country into Sandinist 
defense committees in order to indoctrinate people in the ideology of that 
party and to watch over the activities of those who do not belong to it. 

it has also been noted that there is an action aimed at weakening labor 
centrals which struggled against Somozgism and maintained the torch of labor 
freedom through sacrifices, arrests and hardships, because the government 
wants to create a single labor central that represents the interests of the 
party in question, Finally, many people foresee the creation of a single 
political party, which would be the last tentacle of a totalitarian state 
in the land of the general of free men and which would snatch away the re- 
cently acquired freedom, 








The teeling of fear which peralyzes us or promotes hostility is, then, the 
loss of man's most valuable gifts: Freedom to assemble, freedom of speech, 
freedom of movement, freedom of religion, freedom to educate one's children 
according to man's values and beliefs, freedom to work wherever one wants, 
and so forth. 





Also promoting disunity is a quarrelsome spirit undoubtedly prompted by 
the war against Somozism which some had wanted to extend to other spheres. 


The quairel is basically between the haves and have-nots. We may ask, 
betweer, those who have and have not what’ And how much? We respond: To 
the question of what--education, social status, money and authority. Re- 
garding how wuch, we reply--a little more than someone else. Consequently 
more than a struggle of classes, we now have an envy of classes because 
these classes, instead of being different in quality have become different 
in quantity. Consequently, two coworkers attack each other because one 
earns more than the other; two neighbors fight because one has a better 
home with better furniture; certain workers dislike their supervisors or 
chiefs because, although they come from the same class, the supervisors 
and chiefs earn more, give orders and evaluate their work; and the student 
dislikes the teacher because he is older and more knowledgeable and this 
goes against the equality which should reign in this revolution. 


This fight or class envy is highly dissociative because it is based on 
quantitative and not qualitative covcepts. Any small difference »vrovokes 
division and attack, thus splitting our society into thourands a ‘ thousands 
of small cells which insteac of cooperating are uselessly fight’ . among 
themselves. 


Last, disunity is aided by the Lack of clear guidance concerning the path 
we are taking and where we want to go. It is true that there are signs 
which may be interpreted, but not all the signs are aimed in the same 
direction, which could indicate that there is either lack of planning in 
the leadership or that it has not reached any consensus or that, having a 
clear idea of where it wants to take us, the leadership believes we are 
not ready to accept that destiny yet. 


We believe that this lack of guidance and rules of the game also causes 
paralysis and disunity. Men gather around the word, dialog makes us know 
each other, develop trust, help us find points which unite us and reach 
agreements on those which separate us. Commitments and alliances are the 
instruments which unite the people, allowing them to walk hand in hand, 
making history. 


It is necessary then to create the unity of all Nicaraguans so that we may 


emmage in the reco .') «*ion of our fatherland, a fatherland that shelters 
and protects us, askiic wa to love one another. 


CSO: 1010 


RF 








NICARAGUA 


EDEN PASTORA ADDRESSES SAN CARLOS RALLY 
Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 15 Oct 79 PA 


[Report by Edelma Cruz on the commemoration of the second anniversary of 
the attack against the San Carlos Garrison held in San Carlos on 13 October] 


[Excerpt] Accompanying junta member Sergio Ramirez to San Carlos vere 
Cmdr Jaime Wheelock Roman, Culture Minister Ernesto Cardenal, Deputy Inter- 
ior )}inister Eden Pastora and Deputy Defense Minister Jose Valdivia, who 
participated in the attack on San Carlos Garrison, which the people com- 
memorated 2 years later gathered in front of the garrison. 


Guerrilla Cmdr Eden Pastora addressed the people of San Carlos to announce 
that 3,000 manzanas are already in the reconstruction government's hands 
and are now owned by the peasants who produce who have put them under pro- 
duction, Forty thousand head of cattle, which are also the peasant's 
property, are in the government's hands. 


Companero Pastora then referred to the Somozist prisoners currently in the 
San Carlos jails, saying that those jails, which were constructed by the 
Somozists to imprison the guerrillas and the people, today contain Somozists. 
{Begin Pastora recording] 


As Revolutionary Commander and Companero Jaime Wheelock said, we are now 
beginning the first air flights to serve this people and this community. 
| applause] 


Another thing worth mentioning here are the prophetic words of Companero 
Guadalupano, who used to say “They will pay for this:" There they are, 
paying for it: Those who persecuted us, those who tortured us, those who 
raped our companeras: As long as the Sandinist National Liberation Front's 
red and black flag waves over this land, there they will rot: That is the 
will of all the people. Justice may be delayed, but it arrives: [applause] 
For 45 years we were persecuted as wild beasts by the dogs who are now in 
the jails they built for us: [applause] 


We can now tell Companero Guadalupano that they will not pay tor it; they 
are already paying for it: [applause] They are taking of the very medicine 
they prescribed for us! 








ince Sere im Sen Carios and throughout Nicaragua we vere persecuted, 
imprisomec, tortured and assassinated, throurphout Nicaragua there are now 
7,500 aurderous and genocidsl dogs and revolutionary justice will settle 
accounts with them. Not 4 single one of them will come out of those jails. 
lapplause) [8.4 recording] 














NICARACUA 


BAYARDO ARCE DISCUSSES GOALS, PROBLEMS OF REVOLUTION 


Managea Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 CMT 2 Oct 79 PA 


iExcerpts! Everybody has a place in this revolution. Everybody can partici- 


pate. There is room and a chance to participate for all sectors, but there 
is something that must remain very clear: Workers, particularly the ex- 
ploited peasants constitute the main concern of this revolution. 


In a frank and direct dialog held yesterday afternoon between Revolutionary 
Ondr Bayardo Arce Castano, member of the Sandinist National Liberation 
Front's National Directorate, and the newsmen, the Nicaraguan revolution's 
main achievements, problems, objectives and concerns were analyzed. The 
meeting was held at the journalists house. 


Ondr Sayeardo Arce be no by explaining that the main political objective of 
this howr is to achieve the unity of all people arownd the national recon- 
struction program which, as has already been explained, represents the 
first phas* of owr Sandinist people's revolution, 


There are persons and sectors, the commander explained, who want to change 
things, who want things to be like they were in the days of the Somogists, 
In short, they want co frustrate te revolut‘on. it is wnderstendable, 
he eaid, that some sectors have adopted this stance dwe to «a lack of com- 
munication, because they ignore both the significance and the objectives 
of thie revolution, tit is for this reason that a number of meetings and 
dialogs with various sectors have begun. This hes already been done with 
the private sector. it is very important that everybody learn about the 
interests and objectives on the basis of which the Nicaraugan revolution 
is being constructed, 


further on, Bayardo Arce Castano referred to the problem of counterrevolu- 
tion, explaining that there are three principal sectors of aggression and 
stressing that it is very important that we all learn to identify very 
well the three sectors attacking our revolution. 


in the first p. ace, these attacks come from the trattorous bourgeoisie, 
which left the country after plundering the nation, once it learned abuut 





the rewoletion’s imminent victory. It is financing « number of edventure- 
som ellitary groups from abroad. As an example of this traitorous bour- 
geolsie, the rewolutionary commander mentioned Ernesto Fernandes (Hallman), 
vho used to hold the post of executive director of the Bank of America. 
fernandez (allman) was ome of the major looters of our country. As 4 
prize, he was appointed vice presidert for Latin America of the Wells 
fargo Sank. 


fhere wes barely more than 53 million in the country’s banks et the time 
ol the Seandinist victory. The traitoro.s bourgeoisie had sacked the coun- 
try. hey took out 5500 million in the last yeer. 


ihe coum: cewolet’on bos not the slightest chance of success in Nix sragua. 
Soregionm was owerewelmingly defeated, even though it had all the resources 
of the state at its disposal, Now thac it does not have these resources, 
it is ewen less likely to be successful, The people are ready to defend 
their revolution with their weapons in hand, 


he second sector of ageression is mace up of the resicual Somogists. The 
~mciniet Front has allowed many Somogists to remain in the same posts 
they hed held, comsidering their need to be employed and also with the ides 
‘tf giving them an opportunity to be rehabiliteted. However, the fact that 
they hawe been given this opportunity does not mean that the Sendinist 
front has failed to keep a watch on them, Cases have been detected of 
elements which maintain communications ‘ith the cownterrevolut tonaries 
abroad in order to do harm to Nicaragua, Many Somogists are incorrigible. 


Ihe third sector of the counterrevolution consists of the ultraleftist 
etoups<-thoee who are revolutionaries by proclamation, those who ordered 
their members mot to ficht when the people were struggling between life and 
death to overthrow the dictatorship. They are now causing problems for the 
revolution, They are agitating among the workers of state enterprises, 
urging them to ask for more, to demand higher wages, af 4 time when the 
country is facing an acute economic crisis. 


finally, the speaker noted that the rewolutionary government is doing all 
that in possible te owercome the economic crisis, seeking donations both 
in capitalist and socialist countries, despite the pressures being exerted 
by the ultraleftists, om the one hand, and the wlitrarightists on the other, 


The rewolutionary government will continue as always to give prirory con- 
sideration to the workers, particularly the peasants. It will imp!) ement 


measures 46 important a6 that of making education free, which represests -~ 
an inerease of 460 willion cerdobes in the education budget, 
fo thie same end, the revolutionary government guarantees work of focd i+ 


the “90,900 peasants whose livelihood is linked to cotton prodwcticn, de- 
spite the reduction in ‘he number of tilled mangenas., 


Lomander Arce also said that the revolution is prepared to take measures 
avy } ine that ere designed to benefit the people. 


cst woe 











NICARAGUA 


JAIME WHEELOCK TALKS TO WORKERS’ LEADERS 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 13 Oct 79 pp 1, 8 PA 


[Excerpt] Commander Jaime Wheelock Roman discussed the struggle of the 
Nicaraguan workers at a meeting with representatives of 80 trade unions of 
Managua at the Sandinist Workers Central. 


Wheelock referred to his speech as “words that summarize the workers’ 
struggle for the conquest of freedom, democracy and social progress.” The 
speech also discusses the birth of the working class in Nicaragua, its 
struggles, the growth of the proletariat, its participation in the libera- 
tion struggles led by Sandino during the thirties and the overthrow of the 
Somozist dictatorship. He also made some suggestions regarding the tasks 
to be carried out by the workers in their capacity as leaders of the San- 
dinist revolution, 


Commander Wheelock said Nicaraguan workers had difficulcies and were ex- 
ploited to attain national independence. 


Our country has had to bear with the imperialist yole, exploitation by an 
unjust system and Somozist military oppression. 


Capital Development in Nicaragua 


The development of capitalism in Nicaragua, Wheelock indicated, and the 
conditions which permitted a minority to exploit a majority, started when 
colonialist powers at the end of the last century realized they needed our 
raw materials. 


Before Nicaragua started exporting its coffee, lumber, hides and other raw 
materials, our country had a very weak economy with idle cattlemen, a large 
peasant population and a small working class of craftsmen, blacksmiths, 
shoemakers and others. The development of capitalism in the rural areas 
and the demand for agricultural products spurred a significan: increase in 
agricultural production. Exploitation of the mines and the forests created 
a large working class, and this working class carried out the first labor 
struggles in our history. 





"Our working class has participated in the people's struggle as promoter and 
leader and has always been involved," Commander Wheelock said, 
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NICARAGUA 


HENRY RUIZ ADDRESSES FACTORY WCRKERS 
Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0200 GMT 1 Oct 79 PA 


[Excerpts] During their tours to various worksites, the representatives 
of the Sandinist National Liberation Front [FSLN] National Directorate 
visited the Policasa plant, located in the industrial area of the new 
road to Leon. 


In touch with their people, moving among them, the FSLN National Directorate 
members inspected the machinery used to process chemicals. They talked to 
the female workers, who have duties similar to those of their male counter- 
parts. All workers arrive in the morning to earn their daily bread with 

the sweat from their brows, 


48 they were leaving, the FSLN leaders said goodbye to the workers and 
promised to return, but the workers told them they would only let them go 
if one of them addressed them as a true revolutionary. Companero Henry 
Ruiz Modest«, complied with this request. [Begin recording] 


Revolution does not only mean defeating the enemy, It is also necessary 
to defeat misery. Those who are working to defeat misery are the ones 
who are creating our wealth. The peasants and the workers are the ones 
who are creating our wealth. We wanted to discuss with you a few of the 
problems we are having (7?in connection) with the revolutionary process 
and to learn more about our most pressing current tasks. 


In the past, our people dedicated all their efforts to the war, to defeating 
the enemy. Now we have two tasks: We must be dedicated to defending the 
revolution and to increasing production, 


Just as we confronted Somoza ferociously, we must now confront the misery 
of underdevelopment ferociously. Aside from the problems the revolution 
already had, we now have 136,000 additional unemployed people. If plants 
do not operate, we can stay here talking indefinitely about the revolution, 
but we will not be able to resolve the problem of unemployment. 


Just as we became disciplined in seizing a rifle and learning how to fight, 
we must now learn to control the employment problem, Right now we have 
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labor problems, economic problems, health problems, problems of all kinds. 
We jokingly say this does not look like a revolution. We sometimes say 
this is more like a hardware store because of the many nails [clavos-- 
problems] we have found. But only threugh the unity of the FSLN, as the 
political vanguard, and of the workers, the peasants and the laborers, it 
will be possible to resolve the problems of the revolution. Otherwise, 

it will not be possible. One reaps what one sows. We have sown our crops. 
It has already been said that the cost of this revolution was 50,000 dead 
in the final stage. Those 50,000 dead came from among the workers, the 
peasants and the students. Just as we had the courage to win, we must now 
have enough integrity to leave our underdevelopment behind. 


I repeat: It is not possible to separate the war from the present tasks. 
Most of the installations we seized from Somoza, which the capitalists 
formerly owned, have been seriously damaged. The food processing plants 
have been the ones most seriously affected. The looms have also been 
affected. Production in the rural areas has been affected. Only 60,000 
manzanas of cotton, which used to be our main product, have been planted. 
Formerly we used to plant 250,000 manzanas. Due to the war, neither rice 
nor beans have been planted. We insist: Our main task on 19 July was to 
understand that there were 1 million Nicaraguans who had to be fed. Our 
country still does not produce enough for all of us to eat. We do not even 
have the ability to resolve problems existing before the war. 


We must understand the following: Any effort made will be aimed at bene- 
fitting our people. We must continue to be as patriotic and determined as 
we were before the war. But instead of the revenues going into a single 
bag or a single huge bag as was the case under Somoza and the Somozists, 
now revenue will become an investment for the laborers and workers. 


If you do not understand this, if you being to echo those who go around 
masked as Sandinists and revolutionaries charging that we are replacing 
Somozism and that we are now occupying Somoza's bench in order to scorn 
workers and peasants and our epople who fought for their liberation, if you 
heed those voices which seek to distort the revolution, you will be adding 

to confusion, heeding falsehood and selling off our people's victory. In 
other words, the indifference and political confusion that some seek to 
create during the current revolutionary process constitute a form of counter- 
revolution in our country. 


Workers as well as all tiose who participated in the revolution must be 
aware of this. We have political problems, as well as economic ones. At 
present our revolution needs to rid itself of economic dependence. It is 
you, the workers, the peasants, the men rendering the services, the good 
administrators, the ones who do not side with Somozism, who will be able 
to wage the revolution, 


As a vanguard of our people, the FSLN made our revolutionary victory possi- 
ble. But it made it possible through much sacrifice--the sacrifice of 
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50,000 dead men, all of whom were killed during the war. Now each of you 
must fight in a trench. That trench is your factory, the fields and the 
mountains, when the time comes to (?climb) them in order to expand the 
cultivated areas. That is the first trench. The army has the other trench. 
The army is arming and developing and will figh’: counterrevolutionary 
forces in order to make this project, which has cost our people so much 
work, 


They say the working class is the vanguard of a revolutionary process. We 
agree with this view. But it must learn to asaume this vanguard role in 
the process. For the time being we must do our best in our respective 
areas. Soldiers must be good soldiers, workers must be good workers, 
peasants must be good with their machetes, both for the [word indistinct] 
and in defending the revolution. 


As members of the National Directorate, Humberto, Victor and I all wish to 
tell you that after visiting [words indistinct] we have been greatly im- 
pressed by your serious determination to confront the factory's problems. 
We have also been impressed by the problems pointed out to us by the fac- 
tory's administrators regarding the present need for raw material, the 
cooperation among the workers, their need to understand the revolutionary 
process. We must begin fighting with determination--just like during the 
war--misery, illiteracy and all the forms of injustice that will have to 
continue to exist for some time in this just 2-month old revolution. Thank 
you very much, [applause] [End recording] 
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CONSTRUCTION WORKERS STAGE DEMONSTRATION 


Managua IA PRENSA in Spanish 13 Oct 79 pp 1, 10 PA 


[Excerpts] More than 300 construction workers marched in Managua on 
Friday to the offices of Labor Minister Virgilio Godoy Reyes. They then 
demanded the release of labor leader Aiejandro Solorzano and the dismissals 
of Deputy Labor Minister Natan Sevilla and head of the Department of Trade 
Unions Orlando Quinonez. | 


The workers departed the headquarters of the General Independent Workers 
Confederation [CGTI] located in the Altagracia neighborhood after some 
words by labor leader Carlos Salgado praising Solorzano's work and the 
fighting ability of the Managua Union of Carpenters, Masons and Joiners 
[SCAAS]. 








According to a CGTI communique, Solorzano's arrest is the result of a man- 
euver by Quinonez Torres and a General Workers Confederation group from 

San Cristobal headed by Domingo Vargas Morales. Vargas Morales is currently 
under arrest, accused of being a Somozist agent. 


The workers, carrying blankets to protect themselves from a persistent rain 
and holding signs, entered the Labor Ministry, demanding the dismissals of 
Deputy Labor Minister Natan Sevilla and Quinonez Torres and the release of 
Solorzano, 


The leaders of the demonstration arrived at the offices of Labor Minister 
Virgilio Godoy Reyes, who talked to the workers and offered his help in 
arranging Solorzano's release, 





The minister said the negotiations for Solorzano's release had started on 
Thursday and he thought the leader was already free. The workers told him 
Solorzano was still in prison. 


CGTI leader Carlos Salgado told LA PRENSA that the problem at SCAAS is that 
a prearranged leadership rejected by most workers is being imposed on them, 


Salgado said that if the Labor Ministry does not reconsider or change its 
policy concerning SCAAS, reconstruction will be hindered because they are 
ready to show their rejection of the leadership in any way. 
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